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OPEN CITY 


At Indies First, Sherman Alexie 
Meets a Formidable Young Fan 

BY RICH SMITH 


O n Saturday, November 26, Sherman Alexie and 24 
other local literary types — mostly authors and a few 
critics (including me) — transformed themselves into tempo- 
rary booksellers to celebrate Indies First, a nationwide event 
encouraging people to shop at independent bookstores first, 
before blowing their whole holiday budget at big box stores or 
online mega-retailers. 

Held in concert with Small Business Saturday, Alexie told 
us the event began three years ago after he failed to make a 
scheduled appearance at Queen Anne Book Company To com- 
pensate for standing up the store, owner Janis Segress asked 
Alexie to be a bookseller for a day It was a success, and when 
the American Booksellers Association got wind of it, they ap- 
proached him to make it national. Now he’s got everybody do- 
ing this cool and beautiful and deeply human thing. 

As a group, we cruised from Third Place Books in Seward 
Park to University Book Store to Elliott Bay Book Company 
in a Starline Luxury Coach dubbed the “Party Bus.” This year 
was the first year Alexie employed such a bus, and I hope it will 
not be the last. 

Deftly organized by Wendy Hathaway and cheerfully 
helmed by Alexie, our group donned bright-blue scarves to 
differentiate ourselves among the book-buying public and 
boarded the bus. Though bookish people have a reputation for 
insularity, the chatter on the bus was nonstop and enlivening. 

While Deb Caletti, author of the National Book Award final- 
ist Honey, Baby, Sweetheart, endured my obnoxious jokes about 
the startling associations the word “crampon” brings to mind, I 
overheard others talking politics and/or books they were work- 


ing on and/or the thousand complexities of life. Meanwhile, Da- 
vid Schmader, Stranger columnist and author of Weed: The Us- 
er’s Guide: A 21st Century Handbook for Enjoying Marijuana, 
passed out La Croix (pamplemousse flavor) to the needy. 

Each independent bookstore welcomed us with cookies and 
beverages. Third Place Books won the confectionary battle, but 
their gorgeous Seward Park location is part-cafe, part-store, 
so they perhaps had an unfair advantage. Our recommended 
books sat on tables, and visitors lined up to talk to the writers 
and to get their books signed. 

At the University Book Store, the former teacher in me 
wept with joy when I saw Jane Wong discussing her book, 
Overpour, with one of her former students. And I beamed 
when a UW student approached me to ask if I’d been keeping 
up with Mark Z. Danielewski’s The Familiar series. I’m not 
a huge fan of Danielewski, whose heady House of Leaves was 
the literary Rubik’s Cube of my college years, but I’m a huge 
fan of students spending hours trying to figure out how and 
why a book enthralls them. 

Seattle civic poet Claudia Castro Luna signed copies of her 
new book, This City. Also in attendance: Hugo House fellow 
Quenton Baker, New York Times best-selling writer Kevin 
O’Brien, who was working the crowd, and Bridget Foley, author 
of Hugo & Rose, a book of fiction that involves “a spider the size 
of a Mazda.” Seattle City Council member Debora Juarez was 
along for the ride in a nonofficial, book-loving capacity. 

But it was a little girl — about 5 years old — who was the star 
of the day. 

At our final stop, Elliott Bay Book Company, a girl named 



RICH SMITH 

Eloise made her presence known to Alexie. She was there with 
another girl — they both wore tutus — and her family. 

Eloise stood there in her fuchsia power-tutu, her hands on 
her hips, her eyes trained upward, not in fawning admiration 
of Alexie, but as a kind of challenge: He should be grateful for 
the opportunity to sign her copy of Thunder Boy Jr., Alexie’s 
children’s book released this year. 

“Meeting Eloise was the best part of the day,” he said later. “It 
always reminds me of how much books mattered to me as a kid. 
Books mattered more to me when I was a kid than they do now.” ■ 


SIX TIPS FOR PROTESTING AGAINST HATE 



N ow that Donald 
Trump has been 
elected president, it’s 
open season on Ameri- 
can democracy. You 
might have been to a 
few protests already, 
but now is a good time 
to familiarize your- 
self with the best practices for staying safe, 
informed, and on message at a protest. We 
asked three civil-rights experts for their tips. 

1. COMMUNICATE 

Make sure people know what you are doing 
and where you are going to be. 

“It’s always a good idea to leave some 
bread crumbs so, if something does occur, 
the people who care about you know where to 
start,” said Monisha Harrell, chair of Equal 
Rights Washington. 

2. BE PREPARED 

Bring your ID card and wear comfortable cloth- 
ing and shoes that can survive bad weather. 

“If you’re caught in a sit-in or walking 
outside for long periods of time, you want to 
be able to keep 
the movement as 
long as you can,” 
said Harrell. “I’ve 
definitely seen a 
strategy of those 
in opposition to 




BY ANA SOFIA KNAUF 


the protests thinking, ‘Well, they’re not pre- 
pared, so let’s wait them out.’” 

Neil Fox, an attorney with the National 
Lawyers Guild, recommends having necessary 
medications with you, in their original contain- 
er. (Fox has previously represented Stranger 
writers.) “You don’t want to be somewhere 
without access to your meds,” he said. 

3. BRING YOUR CELL PHONE 

“If you should see any police action that vio- 
lates someone’s rights, record it!” said Doug 
Honig, communications manager for the 
ACLU of Washington. “You have an absolute 
right to record what police officers are do- 
ing in public as long as you’re not physically 
interfering with their duties.” 

You can include these 
phone videos in a report 
to the Office of Profes- 
sional Accountability, 
which investigates com- 
plaints against the Seat- 
tle Police Department. 

4. KNOW WHO 
YOU'RE GOING 
TO CALL 

Have a plan for who you’re going to contact 
if you’re arrested. If you get booked into jail, 
your cell phone will be confiscated, said Fox. 
“I would have a Sharpie with me and would 
write [important phone numbers] on my fore- 
arm,” he said. 


One number to write down: the hotline for 
the Seattle chapter of the National Lawyers 
Guild, 422-4663. 

5. KNOW 
WHY YOU'RE 
PROTESTING 

Make sure you can 
clearly articulate 
your message if a 
reporter asks. 

“Know what you 
want other people to 
take away from your 
Protests are a way to 
get your point across and have a thoughtful 
dialogue and elevate important issues.” 

6. KNOW YOUR RIGHTS 

Fox cautions protesters not to volunteer any 
information to the police. 

“Police need a warrant to make you unlock 
your phone,” Fox said. “There’s no such thing 
as an off-record conversation. There may be 
people who don’t want to give their identities 
because of [undocumented] status, but don’t 
lie — that’s a felony. You have a right to remain 
silent, and you should not volunteer your im- 
migration status.” 

If you have been repeatedly misgendered 
by an arresting police officer, despite correct- 
ing them, this is “an aggressive, violent ac- 
tion” that should be reported to the Office of 
Professional Accountability, said Harrell. ■ 




protest,” said Harrell. 


To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an 
e-mail to ianonymous@thestranger.com. Please remember 
to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 



STEVEN WEISSMAN 


THANKS, SPD 

I have to rave about the Seattle Police 
Department for a minute! I was one of 
the students at a rally at Westlake Park 
recently, and I have never seen such a 
chill yet professional police force. They 
were so on top of the situation rid- 
ing around on their bikes in their cute, 
tight shorts. They kept all of us safe 
from the traffic and let us have tons of 
space and time to protest and make our 
voices heard. I heard them blow their 
little whistles like twice when someone 
got too close to vehicles. So cool, SPD. 
Thanks! 

— Anonymous 
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WEED 



The Stranger 9 s 
Cannabis Gift Guide 

BY TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 


N ow that we’re on year three of legal 
weed in Washington, cannabis gifting 
is definitely a thing. As a service to you, dear 
readers, we’ve selected the best, weirdest, 
and most giftable products from our state’s 
overflowing cornucopia of cannabis. 

Jesus Probably Loved Pot, So He’d Love 
Dockside’s Weed Advent Calendars 

There is a pretty serious historical case to 
be made that Jesus was way down with the 
ganja. And no, it does not rest on his flowing 
locks, loose garments, and raggedy goatee. 
It rests on the fact that “messiah” roughly 
translates to “anointed one,” and that the 
biblical recipe for holy anointing oil calls for 
nine pounds of “kaneh-bosm” to be infused 
into olive oil. Kaneh-bosm, according to Sex, 


Drugs, Violence and the Bible author Chris 
Bennett, was mistranslated as a common 
marsh plant in the first Greek translation of 
the Bible, but is actually cannabis. So what 
better way to celebrate Jesus’s birth than 
with a shitload of weed? 

Dockside’s advent calendars are filled with 
goodies from Emerald Peaks, Ruby’s Sweets, 
Lazy Bee, Coastal Cannabis, and more — and 
not just flowers and edibles, either. The 12 
Days of Kushmas calendar will run you $160, 
while the 25-day ADVENTure calendar costs 
$300. Happy birthday, Jesus! 

Speaking of Weed Lube... 

The market for weed lube has expanded 
since last we extolled its virtues in these pages. 
There’s still botanicaSEATTLE’s Bond Sensual 


Oil and Ethos Innovates’ Muse Stimulating 
Body Oil, both of which are lovely coconut-oil- 
based products, but now there’s also O Intimate 
Lubricant, a silicone-based lubricant from Fair- 
winds. Weed lube is a great gift, for obvious 
reasons, but also a socially progressive one. (A 
friendly reminder that no weed lube is condom- 
safe.) It’s probably the most effective female 
sexual enhancement drug out there, it’s non- 
psychoactive if used vaginally, it’s very rapidly 
psychoactive if used anally, and it doesn’t do 
anything when applied to dicks. This means it’s 
really only effective for women, queer folk, and 
dudes who are open-minded about butt stuff. 
It’s basically smashing the heteronormative pa- 
triarchy one tiny vial at a time. 

Ganja Goddess (a great woman-owned 
weed shop at which to begin your patriarchy- 
smashing journey) has Muse for $21 and 
Bond, which starts at $10 for 14 mg. The Fair- 
winds O stuff is $47 for a small tub. 

CBD Bacon-Infused Doggie Tincture 

They can’t explicitly say it, but I can: It’s for 
dogs. Though the website claims it is suppos- 
edly delicious in Bloody Marys and on eggs, 
let’s be clear: They did not make high-CBD, 
bacon-flavored tincture from which 100 
percent of the proceeds benefit pet wellness 
organizations for you to put in your Christ- 
mas morning “before the little demons wake 
up” cocktail. 

I know this sounds like “dosing” your dog, 
but remember, CBD is a non-psychoactive 
cannabinoid, primarily working to ease sore 
muscles and calm anxiety. Sir Squiggles will 
certainly appreciate a little relaxation before 
being used as a canine climbing gym all day. A 
bottle will run you about $40. 

Weed-Filled Holiday Ornaments 

Honey Creek, a tiny grower from Duvall 
that hand-trims and slow-cures its buds, is 
going hard on the holiday gift front. They’ll 
be offering a variety of strains in holiday- 
themed, easily wrapped gift packs, as well 
as two traditional holiday ornaments stuffed 
with pot. 

The ornaments will contain Honey 
Creek’s Girl Scout Cookie strain, and they 


are available in a two-gram size for about 
$28 or seven grams for around $99. There’s 
also a six-item “Toke Tours” sampler for $45- 
ish, as well as “Holiday Trophy Buds” — 14 
gram colas (the huge flower cones from the 
top of the plant) “showcased with Christmas 
trimmings.” That’s right, they made tiny 
Christmas trees out of weed, and they can be 
yours for around $200. 

This Year’s Spendy Gadget 

Who doesn’t want another gadget, right? 
Well according to three separate pot shop 
managers I polled, Dr. Dabber’s Boost e-rig is 
actually worth the dough. This thing is about 
convenience — allowing you to dab it up in any 
situation where you need an expedient way to 
get lit, turnt, zooted, piped up, or whatever 
the fuck Future is mumbling into a mic these 
days. 

Boost uses a traditional heated nail sys- 
tem, where a superheated piece of metal 
instantly vaporizes a droplet of cannabis oil, 
but there’s no torch involved. You can find it 
on the Dr. Dabber web store for $150, and at 
various local retailers. 

Fancy Schwag from Van der Pop 

Now that Bellevue soccer moms are smok- 
ing weed, they need things to store it in, grind 
it up with, and smoke it out of. Preferably 
well-designed, expensive things. Van Der Pop 
is here to fulfill that need, offering a handy 
wallet-sized grinder card for $15, smell- 
proof storage jars from $29, and an array of 
conceptual, polygonal “GeoPipes” from Port- 
land-based Stonedware. They start at $70 
and actually look cool and futuristic enough to 
leave out on your fancy coffee table. 

Some Pot-Infused Cookies for Santa 

I recommend SPOT’s large 10 mg gin- 
gerbread cookies, which you can find around 
town for about $7. SPOT brand ambassa- 
dor Lena Davidson says of the “palm-sized, 
hand-mixed, chewy” morsels: “If you love 
Christmas, you’re gonna love this cookie. If 
you don’t love Christmas, you’re gonna need 
this cookie.” I’m fairly certain Santa can ap- 
preciate both of those sentiments. ■ 
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FIELDSTONE FARM The owners of the grow op thought this property was “a dream come true. ” 

The Fight Over a Weed 
Farm on San Juan Island 

A 76-acre property on a progressive rural island in Washington State sounds like 
the perfect place for a grow op, doesn’t it? That’s not how the neighbors saw it. 

BY CHRISTOPHER MORRIS-LENT 


Y ou would think San Juan County 
would be a perfect place to start a pot 
farm. The drizzly climate, the hippies, the 
geographic isolation, and the history of self- 
reliance all suggest a hospitable environment 
for growing and smoking herb. When Wash- 
ington voters approved Initiative 502 in 2012, 
legalizing recreational marijuana, San Juan 
County voted in favor by the largest margin 
in the state. 

One of the weed entrepreneurs who saw 
an opportunity in 1-502 was David Rice, who 
grew up on San Juan Island. He had been 
growing medical marijuana in California for 
10 years, and following Washington’s legaliza- 
tion, he decided to come home and continue 
doing what he knew best. 

His sister, Jenny Rice, one of San Juan 
Island’s independent farmers and an avid 
equestrian, had recently purchased a 76-acre 
property, Fieldstone Farm, that she described 
as “a dream come true.” She had been leas- 
ing the land since 2010, breeding horses and 
giving riding lessons in an effort to make the 
farm economically viable. But a weed farm 


offered the prospect of providing more jobs, 
making a bigger profit, and growing some- 
thing people wanted, all while maintaining a 
traditional agrarian lifestyle. 

In 2013, David Rice moved back to San 
Juan Island, planning to open a grow opera- 
tion on his sister’s property. He quickly found 
that the climate was anything but hospitable. 

<k \j> \j> 
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Growing marijuana sounds easy. It is, af- 
ter all, a “weed.” But even when the state’s 
producer-processors do beat back local op- 
position and state bureaucracy, many find the 
business climate skewed in favor of retailers, 
with high initial overhead to bring facilities in 
line with state regulations, steep taxes on the 
consumer, and plummeting retail prices all 
squeezing margins paper-thin. And that’s not 
even accounting for all the other uncertainties 
each producer-processor faces. 

Brian Smith, of the Washington State Li- 
quor and Cannabis Board, confirmed that 
getting a grow op off the ground is a lengthy, 


expensive process: “You have to establish 
proof of residency, demonstrate a source of 
funds, pass a criminal background check, and 
make sure the location isn’t within 1,000 feet of 
prohibited areas like schools or playgrounds. 
We also give the local authorities — like the 
mayor’s office or county executive — the abil- 
ity to reject the permit.” 

Statewide, five counties and 79 municipali- 
ties have prohibited grow ops. Weed is still 
illegal at the federal level, too, so there are 
no business loans available from commercial 
lending institutions for cannabis producer- 
processors or retailers. “Even getting a 
business checking account can be very chal- 
lenging,” explained David Rice. 

Further bureaucratic difficulties include 
“surprise inspections from all regulating bod- 
ies” and “the psychology of public relations,” 
said Aarikka Tuss, director of operations for 
NW Connoisseurs, a grow op on Orcas Island. 

Levi Clark of Green Island Growers, a San 
Juan grow op, told me: “Not only do I not 
know what I’m supposed to do, but no one can 
even tell me. I’ll call the state and try to get an 


answer, and I won’t really end up with one.” 

In spite of these difficulties, Rice said he 
invested $1.5 million of his savings into his 
cannabis business, which he named San Juan 
Sun Grown. Much of that investment went to 
ensuring that, from the outset, San Juan Sun 
Grown was operating legally and legitimately. 

In addition to the state requirements, San 
Juan Sun Grown had to get a building permit 
from San Juan County, so Rice hired a wetland 
biologist to survey the entirety of Fieldstone 
Farm, though the grow op took up less than 
one of its 76 acres. Rice also went through an 
exhaustive checklist mandated by the State 
Environmental Protection Act, which makes 
applicants describe their project’s impact on 
“earth, air, water, plants and animals, energy 
and natural resources” and “environmental 
health, land and shoreline use, transporta- 
tion, public services and utilities.” San Juan 
Sun Grown spent $30,000 on studies, and only 
after the state had issued a determination of 
non-significance, finding that San Juan Sun 
Grown would not significantly alter the sur- 
rounding environment, did the Rices begin ► 
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SAN JUAN SUN GROWN 


OPPOSITION Signs started appearing on the road leading to the property. 


to build the facility. 

Through the State of Washington, David 
Rice had obtained tier-3 producer-proces- 
sor licensing, which allows for 10,000 to 
30,000 square feet of “dedicated plant can- 
opy” — grow space. San Juan Sun Grown’s 
original plans included the construction of 
nine greenhouses, each 20 by 150 feet, for a 
total of 27,000 square feet, although only four 
were ever built. 

Once that stage of construction was done, 
the Washington State Liquor and Cannabis 
Board came for an inspection. “There have 
to be cameras everywhere,” Jenny Rice ex- 
plained, and there had to be “a minimum 
eight-foot fence surrounding the entire facil- 
ity,” in addition to dozens of other structural 
requirements. San Juan Sun Grown met them 
all. With that, the Rices at last started grow- 
ing weed. 

There were many reasons the Rices were 
optimistic about their commercial prospects. 
David’s decade of experience in California 
was one. The location of Fieldstone Farm was 
another. The Rices’ property sits among for- 
est and pasture, on the rural west side of San 
Juan Island — an area with a long agricultural 
tradition. 

But in May 2014, signs began appearing 
along the road leading to their property One 
sign read: “WE ARE STRONGLY OPPOSED 
TO THIS PROPOSED MARIJUANA PRO- 
DUCTION INDUSTRIAL FACILITY!” 
Another sign read: “WRONG SETTING 
FOR SJ SUN GROWN!” 

The Rices’ neighbors objected to the 
trucks, the noise, the smell, the construc- 
tion of greenhouses, and the bright lights 
installed around the grow op’s perimeter 
(as mandated by 1-502). The owners of three 
neighboring parcels began to threaten legal 
action, and then made good on their threat, 
filing a lawsuit in October 2014. 

The crux of the plaintiffs’ argument was 
that the Rices were misusing the private road 
that leads to Fieldstone Farm. The Rices’ 
land was once part of a larger acreage that 
had been subdivided. When the original prop- 
erty was broken up into eight parcels in 1995, 
Fieldstone Farm no longer had a public ac- 
cess, so the owner of the property negotiated 
an easement — a legal covenant allowing the 
owner of one property access onto another — 
to allow the construction of a road to pass 
through the three adjoining parcels. 

All three of those parcels are owned by 
the suit’s plaintiffs — Thomas and Debo- 
rah Nolan, Mary Lou and Mark Sternitzke, 
and Larry Pentz. They alleged in San Juan 
County Superior Court that the easement 
only allowed for residential purposes, and 
that using the road for San Juan Sun Grown 
amounted to trespass. But, according to the 
Rices and their supporters, the land had 
been farmed for generations — making an 


objection to the grow op not only anti-pot and 
anti-agriculture but also legally untenable. 

The idea of legal weed may be popular 
in Washington, but the reality is that grow 
ops are vulnerable to opposition from every- 
one — from hostile neighbors to negligent or 
overzealous state regulators. For the last two 
years, the Rice dispute has embroiled much 
of San Juan Island in a heated debate that’s 
dredged up much broader issues than weed 
legalization, such as farming, land owner- 
ship, housing prices, aesthetics, civil liberties, 
history, and the rising tide of capital in the 
Northwest, which affects everyone, on and 
off the island. 

VI/ Vt/ VI/ VI/ 

VJV VJV 7JV 7JV VJV 

In December 2014, two months after the 
lawsuit was filed, the plaintiffs amended 
their legal claims, adding that the Rices had 
benefited from “unjust enrichment” by us- 
ing Fieldstone Road for their business. They 
argued it was “inequitable” for San Juan Sun 
Grown “to retain such benefit without pay- 
ing the value of such benefit.” They argued 
that the Rices’ “activities are unlawful and 
have impaired Plaintiff’s enjoyment of their 
respective Parcels and diminished the value 
of Plaintiff’s parcels.” They argued that San 
Juan Sun Grown “constitutes a nuisance” and 
that the nuisance would “continue to impair 
the use, enjoyment, and value of the Plain- 
tiff’s respective Parcels and Plaintiffs will be 
irreparably damaged.” And they argued that 
they were entitled to damages for the “loss or 
diminution in value” of their properties, for 
the “unreasonable wear and tear on Field- 
stone Road,” for “out of pocket expenses to 
abate or respond to this nuisance,” and for 
“emotional distress.” 

By now, San Juan Sun Grown’s legal bills 
had exceeded $100,000. 

As a result of the lawsuit (and the other 
financial burdens of 1-502 regulations), San 
Juan Sun Grown began to shut down in De- 
cember 2014, laying off all but three of its 
employees two weeks before Christmas. 

By the beginning of 2015, David Rice was 
facing potential bankruptcy. Though the 
Rices were unable to afford an attorney, their 
legal defense seemed compelling. On one 
hand, the language of the easement in ques- 
tion, which the whole of the lawsuit depended 
on, did read: “Said Easement shall be used 
only to provide access for and utilities to serve 
one (1) single family residential structure per 
benefited parcel.” On the other hand, the 
easement’s language was open to interpreta- 
tion: “This easement does not say, ‘Restricted 
to residential use’; it says, ‘Restricted to one 
residential structure per parcel,”’ said Lisa 
Lawrence, a real-estate agent on the is- 
land and a supporter of the Rices. This, the 
Rices argued, did not necessarily restrict ► 
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ROB HUNSAKER 


SUPPORT A bumper sticker in favor of the grow op. 


◄ nonresidential structures. 

The Rices also felt they had history on 
their side. Fieldstone Farm has been “farmed 
for 100 years,” according to Sandy Strehlou, 
historic preservation coordinator for the 
town of Friday Harbor. The property has 
“been in the county farm and agriculture 
program since 1974, and was farmed for gen- 
erations before that,” added Jenny Rice. And 
there was recent precedent for the property 
being used for those purposes, including Jen- 
ny Rice’s horse business. The Rices argued 
this entitled them to a “prescriptive ease- 
ment,” which in Washington allows passersby 
to use the right-of-way for all activities that 
have been “continuous and uninterrupted for 
10 years.” 

Fieldstone Farm wasn’t the only busi- 
ness on the road, either: Deb Nolan caters, 
and Tom Nolan has a woodshop and con- 
tracting business with several full-time 
employees — both enterprises unburdened by 
the easement’s language. The Rices, too, said 
they faced no objections to the commercial 
use of their road until San Juan Sun Grown 
commenced operations. How was a grow op 
any different from what the Rices — and No- 
lans — had been doing all along? 

\t>, Vt/ 

VJV 7JV VJV VJV 7JV 

San Juan Island is a small place, and it just so 
happened that the judge who normally would 
have presided over the lawsuit — Don Eaton 
of the San Juan County Superior Court — 
was the same official who’d drawn up the 
easement two decades ago. So Judge Alan 
Hancock was brought up from Island County 
to rule instead. 

In January 2015, the Rices hired new 
representation, Skylee Sahlstrom of Seattle. 
“I told [Jenny] and David that I would only 
charge them $10K for writing the opposi- 
tion and associated pleadings, and defending 
them at the summary judgment hearing,” 
Sahlstrom told me by e-mail. Sahlstrom es- 
timated she spent “over 1,000 hours” on the 
case. 

In February 2015, Judge Hancock deliv- 
ered a summary judgment on the easement 
issue. 

According to Ken Crawbuck, a local activ- 
ist, the ruling was given to “a packed room 
of San Juan Islanders and San Juan County 
residents,” with a sizable group wearing 
green shirts “in solidarity with Jenny.” It 
made no difference: The judgment, un- 
equivocally, went against the Rices. Hancock 
prohibited San Juan Sun Grown from using 
Fieldstone Road. He also forbade Jenny Rice 
from using Fieldstone Road for anything but 
residential purposes, endangering her horse 
business. The easement, in his view, forbade 
commercial activity. 

Longtime agricultural use was no de- 
fense, Hancock wrote: “The defendants now 
have the audacity to assert that they have 
a prescriptive easement as a matter of law. 


Nothing could be further from the truth.” 

The lawsuit made more than passing 
reference to “trucks” and “noise,” as well 
as “smell,” all of which the Rices said the 
neighbors grossly exaggerated. Distraught 
by Judge Hancock’s ruling, Jenny Rice said, 
“Life has been hell.” 

The Rices hadn’t been able to afford ex- 
pensive representation, but the plaintiffs 
could — and saw no other choice. From the 
case’s beginning, the Nolans, Sternitzkes, 
and Pence had retained two established 
attorneys, Douglas Strandberg and Rock So- 
rensen of Friday Harbor. 

In May 2015, three months after Han- 
cock’s initial ruling, the Rices attempted to 
settle the legal claims against them, offering 
a legal covenant against commercial cannabis 
and a conservation easement on 55 of Field- 
stone Farm’s 76 acres, which would restrict 
the development of any new structures. In 
return, Jenny Rice asked for permission to 
resume breeding horses and giving riding 
lessons. 

Instead, the neighbors demanded $80,000 
in legal fees. The Rices didn’t have the mon- 
ey, so the conflict slogged on. 

To defray their sunken investments and 
legal bills, the Rices started a GoFundMe 
campaign, which raised a little more than 
$16,000 — short of its $20,000 goal — before 
it ran out of steam. That was nowhere near 
enough to pay off the demand of $80,000, let 
alone cover the rest of the case. Sahlstrom 
was torn: She wrote that she “didn’t want to 
stop” defending the Rices, but “just couldn’t 
afford to work for free.” 

y|/ vl/ \|/ vl/ 

yfr vfr vfr vfr vfr 

When people work for themselves, they de- 
pend on one another. On San Juan Island, 
where the year-round population is roughly 
7,000, this is especially true. Everyone knows 
everyone else. Everyone in the community 
appeared to have a connection to the lawsuit, 
and conflicts and differences of opinion were 
impossible to avoid. “Our little island com- 
munity is being torn apart over the lawsuit,” 
said Juelianna Freeauf, a friend of the Rices. 
Advocates of both sides said the lawsuit split 
up long-standing friendships. 

Brent Snow, who manages Roche Harbor 
Resort and who supported the Rices’ neigh- 
bors, said: “A tendency in our community is 
toward acrimonious polarization on virtually 
any topic. We can get ourselves worked up 
about just about anything.” 

Scott Bell, a property owner, called San 
Juan “the island of the molehill.” 

Mike Carlson, a major local contractor 
whose company built Fieldstone Road, de- 
scribed the Rices’ supporters’ behavior as 
“vicious and vile.” For many of those opposed 
to the weed farm, like Snow, the lawsuit was 
“just an easement issue.” 

Carlson also said: “It’s not about pot; it’s 
about property rights.” 
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The Rices’ supporters agreed that the law- 
suit was about property rights, but for them 
it was the entrenched capital (the neighbors) 
that was impinging upon the younger busi- 
ness owners and landowners (Jenny and 
David Rice). Several expressed the opinion 
that the neighbors’ objection to San Juan Sun 
Grown was chiefly cosmetic, part of the trend 
of transplants with suburban tastes sculpting 
San Juan Island into a sanitized ideal of rural 
life. Sandy Strehlou put it pithily: “They want 
the farms but not the farming.” 

Rice supporter Lisa Lawrence said: 
“We’re liberal, but we’re very insular and 
have a fear of the unknown. I’m a Realtor! A 
lot of the case is about real estate.” 

Shelle Cropper, the Rices’ one-time book- 
keeper, said that the case had made some 
property owners afraid they’d get sued off 
their land: “It’s scared a lot of people on the 
island. . . She had a dream, and not only was it 
taken away, everything else was, too.” 

Both camps also agreed that an unfavor- 
able outcome would have set a dire precedent. 
For the Rices, a loss would have dealt yet an- 
other blow to independent farming on San 
Juan Island — a way of life exemplified by 
Fieldstone Farm for generations. But Jack 
Cory, on the plaintiffs’ side of the dispute, 
argued a Rice victory would have resulted in 
endless litigation: “There’s not an easement 
in Washington State that couldn’t be chal- 
lenged” should the ruling get overturned. 

As the trial dragged on, a reversal of 
Judge Hancock’s ruling seemed less and less 
likely; if anything, things were getting worse 
for the Rices. In September 2015, the neigh- 
bors were given permission to again amend 
their claims: In addition to damages for tres- 
pass, nuisance, and unjust enrichment, they 
sought the right to “conduct further discov- 
ery” on Fieldstone Farm, and costs to cover 
the investigations and all other legal fees. 

Throughout the lawsuit, the plaintiffs 
refused to talk to the press. Repeated at- 
tempts to contact the Nolans and Pentz via 
phone calls and e-mails throughout late 2015 
and early 2016 were not returned. Mary Lou 
Sternitzke picked up the phone and quickly 
referred me to her attorneys, Strandberg 
and Sorensen, but calls and e-mails to their 
offices were not returned. Eventually I trav- 
eled to San Juan Island, hoping I would have 
better luck getting them to talk. 

vl/ vt/ \|/ yj/ vl/ 
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I drove up to San Juan Island in April 2016, 
18 months into the lawsuit and more than 
a year since San Juan Sun Grown had shut 
down. From October 2014 to March 2015, San 
Juan Sun Grown produced a total of $252,071 
in sales, making it the third largest producer 


in San Juan County to date, according to 
state statistics. But that was the last crop 
they would sell on San Juan Island. 

A few miles from Friday Harbor, where 
the ferry docks, is San Juan Island’s sole 
remaining grow op, Green Island Growers. 
Levi Clark showed me a huge grow room, 
an office, and a closet with new plants. Later, 
we entered a processing room where two em- 
ployees sat at a table trimming the fresh bud; 
one of them was Jenny Rice. 

Afterward, I drove out to Fieldstone 
Road. On the right was the driveway to Tom 
and Deb Nolan’s property. I’d hoped to ask 
the Nolans for comment, but their property 
was protected with a sign that read “No Tres- 
passing” and a warning that their guard dog 
was capable of running down intruders within 
25 feet. The house was not in sight, and ap- 
proaching seemed perilous. So we continued 
down Fieldstone Road, past a McMansion, a 
line of evergreens, and uncultivated pasture; 
at some point, we had passed through the 
plaintiffs’ properties, traversing the ease- 
ment. As we neared the Rices’ land, we saw 
a real-estate sign lying sideways among the 
brambles: Fieldstone Farm had been on the 
market since spring 2015. 

On the right lay untamed fields and a 
half-open barn with a few horses grazing 
in the background. Past that was a larger 
structure. Abutting the back of that building 
was a wreckage of rubble and debris, with 
half-empty greenhouses and stones and dirt 
everywhere. It was the remains of San Juan 
Sun Grown. 

The scene was one of striking desolation: 
“Armageddon,” Jenny Rice had called it. In 
the distance, there was an RV and a clothes- 
line with shirts hanging on it. I walked across 
the ruins of the greenhouses to the larger 
structure, where I came across an elderly 
man drilling a board. He introduced himself 
as Rick Rice, Jenny’s father. 

“This is all that’s left,” he said, pointing to 
the ruins. “It’s a minor disaster.” 

“Why did the neighbors keep suing?” I 
asked. 

“It’s just that they wanted it the way it 
was,” said Rick Rice. “When we got here, we 
were basically told they were happy when 
there was no one there. We were screw-up 
poor. That we were able to purchase a prop- 
erty...” His voice trailed off. 

He showed me around the back. Next to 
the expanse of fields and trees, the ruins of 
the greenhouses seemed small. It was hard to 
believe the neighbors’ claims they could see 
the grow op. “Jenny lives in that tiny house,” 
said Rick, “and I live in that RV up the road. 
At this point, the property is raw land. The 
market value is at bottom, $750,000... it’s 
probably worth twice that. But we would ► 
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JENNY RICE Owner of Fieldstone Farm and partner in San Juan Sun Grown. 


◄ just as soon go. We’re hoping to sell, or for 
a miracle.” 

“Will you stay on the island?” I asked. 

Rick said: “I’d like to go where my family 
goes.” 

Over dinner back in Friday Harbor, Jen- 
ny Rice told me, “When we got the farm, it 
was a dream come true. Then we were just 
bulldozed.” 

In Jenny’s childhood, the “screw-up poor” 
Rices lived in a bunch of different houses on 
San Juan Island. “We moved around from 
rental to rental,” said Jenny. Owning prop- 
erty was a distant fantasy. 

“Now we’re in this terrible period of wait- 
ing,” Jenny continued, “but life goes on for 
the neighbors. David spent way more to farm 
here on the island than he would have some- 
where else,” she said, citing expensive real 
estate and prohibitive transportation costs. 

“Why?” I asked. 

“Because it was home.” 

“Why are the neighbors still suing?” I 
said. 

“The neighbors want nothing to happen in 
the valley, so now I can’t even farm... We’ve 
had to sell everything — I used to have 20 
horses, and now I have three. David sank 
over $1 million into San Juan Sun Grown, and 
it’s all gone. Laying off everyone was heart- 
breaking.” As she swigged her beer, her eyes 
welled up with tears. 

viz \l/ \!/ \l/ 
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By the time of my visit, most of the public 
quarreling had abated, but there were still 
undercurrents of enmity. Lisa Lawrence told 
me “people are still really upset and angry 
about it,” and Shelle Cropper confirmed that 
there was “lots of anger from the younger 
community.” Sandy Strehlou added “the sur- 
face animosity is not what it was, but there’s 
still a lot of bad feelings on both sides.” 

In the meantime, Jenny Rice still owed 
$400,000 on Fieldstone Farm, due near the 
end of 2016, as well as legal bills from Chris 
Brain, her new attorney. Skylee Sahlstrom, 
the Rices’ previous lawyer, said of the neigh- 
bors: “They want damages, but how are the 
Rices going to pay them?” Lawrence said 


that if the Rices “can find the funds to pay 
Chris Brain, I think they can take it to the 
state and appeal the decision and reverse the 
ruling.” 

But until the original lawsuit, with all its 
byzantine claims, was ruled on in totality, 
Judge Hancock’s injunctions could not be 
appealed. 

Jenny Rice told me, “The clock is ticking 
here in more ways than one.” Her choked in- 
come and mounting bills gave the plaintiffs a 
stranglehold on the case: “We have to either 
sell the farm before the year is up so that we 
can pay off our loan, or we might be looking 
at having to default. . . Nobody is going to buy 
the farm with the lawsuit. So it seems that, no 
matter what, I’m going to lose my farm. . . the 
question is how I lose it... we don’t really al- 
low ourselves too much time to wonder if it’s 
all for naught.” 

“Did you offer the farm to the neighbors?” 
I asked. 

“I already offered to sell to them,” said 
Jenny, “and they scoffed at my price.” 

vjr VI > VI/ vk. v| > 

VJV VJV VJV VJV VJV 

For the next four months, nothing happened. 
And then, in October 2016, I heard that the 
case had been settled. 

When I spoke to Jenny Rice, she con- 
firmed the settlement but was reluctant to 
discuss the exact terms. All she would say 
was that the settlement had happened in 
late August, and that “my brother had to 
pay them a bunch of money.” (David Rice 
declined to comment.) Jenny declined to 
disclose a figure, continuing, “The plaintiffs 
were biding their time, thinking we’d be 
defaulting.” Facing down foreclosure and 
diminishing possibilities for economic and 
legal relief, the Rices may have felt they had 
to settle. 

The settlement brought clarity to one is- 
sue: There would never again be commercial 
farming on Fieldstone Farm. “The end-all is 
that we’re just pushing to try to sell the prop- 
erty now, because we can’t afford to keep it 
anymore,” Jenny Rice said. “Now we’re in 
a crunch — my dad has been working really 
hard to get the property looking good.” As 
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she awaits an offer on the property, Jenny is 
still working at Levi Clark’s grow op, but the 
conflict with the neighbors is far from forgot- 
ten: “I still have to live right next to these 
people,” she said. 

Jenny suggested that, wherever the 
Rices’ future was, it would not be on San 
Juan Island: “My brother doesn’t want to 
come back here,” she said. “My dad’s still 
here, but when the farm sells, I don’t know. 
I’ve always said when I move off the farm, 
I’ll move off the island and start again some- 
where else. I have this feeling I need a new 
beginning. Everything I poured my ener- 
gy into as an adult on the island has been 
snuffed out.” A Facebook post from mid-No- 
vember showed her driving a pedicab to and 
from a Seahawks game. 

Now that the case was over, I called the 
Nolans once more. Surprisingly, Deb Nolan 
picked up the phone. 

At first, she sounded chipper: “I am great!” 
she said. “I’m a caterer, and I’m working 
full-steam ahead.” Then the memory of the 
lawsuit reasserted itself. “I’m very apprehen- 
sive” about talking to the press, she added. 
“We didn’t do anything of the media thing. I 
find it to be so awful, and I think people really 
are awful and really abused it. We felt thrown 
under the bus... Jenny was a beautiful and 
lovely lady. We never went after her, in the 
media... it wasn’t about the personality, it 
was about the development.” 

Nolan continued, “My husband and I 
moved up here 26 years ago. This is our sec- 
ond piece of property. The first piece was 
closer to Roche Harbor... after living there 
for 10 years, with traffic increasing, we want- 
ed a bigger piece of land and said, ‘Let’s build 
a house with a fireplace.’ So we found a piece 
of property on Fieldstone Road.” 

When Jenny Rice first started her eques- 
trian business, Nolan said, “We were like, 
‘Whatever, they’re raising their horses, that’s 
fine with us.’ Then one day, we found all this 
activity and all this smoke, saying that they 
were going to do an agricultural building. So 
we went down there and we asked, ‘What 
are you doing?’ That was the first time we’d 
heard of it” — San Juan Sun Grown. 

“Jenny never talked to anybody,” Nolan 
added. “They put in the development sign 
late, we hardly had any time to figure out 
what to do, so my husband immediately took 
the easement down to them and said, ‘You 
do not have the right to do this.’ David Rice 
looked back at him and said, ‘I’ve spoken to 
my lawyer, and he said that it’s all fine. Get 
used to it.’ We did not get used to it.” 

Even after the settlement, Nolan was 
careful not to undermine her case: “It was 
only residential easements now. We were 
well-aware [the land] was agricultural; we 
farm, too... My husband has a woodshop, 
and we were very conscientious about the 
restrictions.” 

Nolan bristled at being characterized as 
wanting idyllic farms, but without farming: 
“People said we don’t support local busi- 
ness, but my husband has employed people 
with living-wage jobs for 20 years. I was on 
the school board; I baked pies for 10 years. 
I have a special-needs son. Saying that we 
were these shadow-rich characters was aw- 
ful. Really what was happening was people 
were coming up to us at the grocery store and 
thanking us.” 

Though the lawsuit was justified, accord- 
ing to Deb Nolan, it also came with a cost: 
“The easement lawsuit was awful, but we 
didn’t know what else to do. We got together 
with the neighbors and felt like there was no 
other choice. The Rices’ lawyers were very 
aggressive, so we had to respond aggres- 
sively. The judge even told us that we had an 
ironclad case, but the Rices just decided to 
ignore it.” 

In the end, said Nolan, “We did not make 


any money on it.” She estimated that the case 
cost “over $250,000 to $300,000 total.” 

A Pyrrhic victory. 

In the end, Nolan continued, “I don’t know 
why [the Rices] were willing to negotiate. 
They probably got a really good attorney who 
told them that they wouldn’t get anywhere.” 
Blanket statements gave way to smaller 
grievances: “People should work together. 
They didn’t even come to us. And that’s the 
deal.” 

The worst part, Nolan said, was the toll 
it took on Tom Nolan: “They tried to make 
out my husband to be a little crazy, and, you 
know, he was a little crazy. It cost him tens of 
thousands of dollars. He was pissed. But he’s 
not a crazy person.” 

She concluded, “We were made to look like 
people who just wanted a piece of the action, 
but nothing could have been further from the 
truth... It was ugly, but we lived through it. 
We have a lot of friends, and we know who 
they are.” 

One of the Nolans’ closest friends 
throughout the ordeal was Jack Cory. He was 
dismissive of the Rices’ case: “If you want 
to go to court and say that the easement is 
no longer valid,” he said, “can you imagine 
what it would do throughout the state and 
the county and the whole nation, saying that 
easements aren’t permanent?” Cory drew an 
analogy: “It’d be like saying, ‘It’s okay to kill 
your wife in certain circumstances.’” 

Cory drew back: “If you meet [the Rices] 
at a restaurant or a bar,” he said, “they’re 
very nice, very pleasant, always guardedly 
friendly toward me. But then they’d go off 
and do what they do.” 

According to Cory, the Rices’ modus ope- 
randi was disrespecting property rights and 
antagonizing the neighbors. This may ex- 
plain why, even after San Juan Sun Grown 
had shuttered, the neighbors kept suing: 
“It wasn’t over,” said Deb Nolan, referring 
to the grow op’s 2014 closure. “We needed 
to make sure. We needed to finalize it. We 
needed to follow through. Had we stopped, 
further down the line, it wouldn’t have been 
recorded. They stopped it and shut down 
their business. But they might’ve started 
something new.” 

In fact, David Rice has started something 
new. Articles from the Wenatchee World and 
Wenatchee Business Journal from March 
to September of this year confirm that San 
Juan Sun Grown has been reincarnated in 
Wenatchee Heights, the beneficiary of an 
1-502 statute that allows producer-processor 
licenses to be transferred between locations. 
Earlier this year, the company made its first 
sale since March 2015, grossing $35,093 be- 
tween August and September. San Juan Sun 
Grown, now five hours away from San Juan 
Island, has outlasted the plaintiffs’ lawsuit. 

“It wore on me,” Jenny Rice said, look- 
ing back on the lawsuit. “I have PTSD from 
the whole thing. . . I’m having to give up my 
home, give up my dream — I’ve sold most of 
my horses, and I am looking at being totally 
uprooted. I’m not sure when that’s going to 
happen, and I’ll have to be here until it hap- 
pens. Even if we get our asking price, we’ll 
just be breaking even. We won’t have any 
money to start over with, for me and my dad. 
He can’t work, and I have to support him. 

“Moving away from the place I was born,” 
said Jenny, pausing again. “I thought I’d live 
here forever. What the hell will I do?” ■ 

Christopher “CML’ Morris-Lent is a Seattle- 
based writer whose work has been featured 
on Gawker, the Daily Dot, Kotaku, the 
Seattle Weekly, and numerous other publi- 
cations. His book, A Brief History of Magic 
Cards, a collaboration with Moss editor Alex 
Davis-Lawrence, is available at etsy.com/ 
shop/cmladl. His website is cmlwrites.com 
and he tweets @CMLisAwesome. 


lie Mangers 

Join Seattle’s Innovative and Growing Local 
Media Team. Index Newspapers is currently 
hiring for the following positions: 

Senior Advertising Account Executive 
& Advertising Account Executive 

If you have a consultative nature and are energized by creating 
the right strategic ad plan for your clients, then The Stranger 
might be the place for you! Ideal candidates will have a proven 
track record of digital advertising sales, print advertising, event 
sponsorships and multi-media platforms. 

Client Solutions Representative 

The Stranger is looking for a self-starting, enthusiastic, positive 
candidate to join the Bold Type Tickets Client Solutions team. 
Bold Type Tickets is The Stranger’s local and national event 
ticketing platform. We handle ticket sales for thousands of 
events in Seattle and around the US and Canada. Big events! 
Serious business. 

Digital Ad Operations Coordinator 

The Stranger is seeking a Digital Ad Operations Coordinator 
to support our busy sales department. The ideal candidate is 
organized, fast and accurate, has DFP and Google Analytics 
experience, strong analytical and problem solving abilities and 
is a good communicator. 

Digital Managing Editor 

The Stranger is looking for a digital managing editor. Must 
be detail-oriented, efficient, and have experience with digital 
strategy. The Digital Managing Editor will oversee the daily 
postings of the website, and be responsible for digital editorial 
strategy as well as handle the day-to-day operational tasks of the 
newsroom, including the newsroom budget and writer’s pay. 

News Editor 

The Stranger is looking for an experienced and energetic editor 
to lead its news department. Managing a team of reporters, the 
news editor will be responsible for creating smart, engaging 
stories, setting the tone for news and political coverage in the 
fastest-growing large city in America™. The news editor should 
know how to connect with audiences in an online, fast-paced 
environment and have an already-established presence on 
social media. 

For full descriptions and contact information, 
visit The Stranger’s Jobs Page at 

www.thestranger.com/jobs 
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SAVAGE LOVE 

Quickies by dan savage 


My boyfriend of almost two years is wonderful, 
and we have had very few issues. But there is one 
thing that has almost been a deal breaker. He fid- 
dles with his penis almost constantly — in front of 
me and in front of our roommates. I’ve confronted 
him about it a number of times. He said he should 
be able to fiddle with his dick in every room of the 
house if he wants to and he should feel comfortable 
doing so. I told him that he is being “comfortable” 
at the expense of the comfort of those around him. 
We’ve had a number of confrontations about this, 
and he does it a lot less, but he still does it. If he 
doesn’t stop when I tell him to, I just leave the 
room. My question to you: Is this behavior unac- 
ceptable or am I being unreasonable? 

Frustrated With The Fiddling 

Until a few weeks ago, I would 
have said that neo-Nazis sieg- 
heiling around Washington, DC, 
was unacceptable and any elected 
official or pundit who didn’t 
immediately condemn neo-Nazis 
would be finished politically and 
professionally. But it turns out 
that neo-Nazism is just another 
example of IOIYAR — “it’s okay 
if you’re a Republican” — and rela- 
tivism reigns. 

In other words: “Unaccept- 
able” is a relative concept, FWTF, 
not an objective one. 

That said, FWTF, I don’t think 
you’re being unreasonable: Fiddling with your 
dick in every room of the house is inconsiderate 
and childish. It sounds like you’re doing a good job 
of socializing your boyfriend — better late than 
never — and I would encourage you to keep it up. 

I’m a straight man in a mostly healthy mar- 
riage. Our sex life is average, which I understand 
is better than some people can hope for, and we 
communicate well. For example, I felt comfort- 
able admitting to my wife a few weeks ago that I 
would like more blowjobs. She in turn felt com- 
fortable admitting to me that she would prefer if I 
showered more often. So we made a deal: I would 
shower every day and she would blow me twice a 
month. But the first month came and went with 
no blowjobs in sight. I’ve showered every single 
day. Should I bring this up to her? 

Bathe Longer Or Withhold Sex 


in the past month that she has started feeling a 
“ sexual awakening,” as she calls it. We have been 
making progress, but she has been having issues 
with getting caught up in her head when I am 
pleasuring her. This has been causing dysphoric 
feelings for her. We have had a few discussions 
about what we can do about the situation, but we 
are feeling lost. We know there isn’t going to be a 
quick fix, but what do we do about this? 

Confused And Nervous Truly Can’t 
Overcome Much Exasperation 

Pot. 

I’ve been in a long-term relationship with the 
girl I’m going to marry. While I’ve had a few 
relationships in the past, she has 
had only one other relationship 
before me, who also happened to 
be her only other sexual compan- 
ion. My girlfriend is very vanilla 
in the bedroom, which is fine for 
me, but the issue is that currently 
the only way for her to have an 
orgasm is to grind (dry hump) 
on my boxer shorts until she cli- 
maxes. This obviously causes 
her a little bit of embarrassment, 
along with some heavy rug burn 
on both of our ends. My question 
for you: Is there any toy or some- 
thing that may help with this? 
Girlfriend Dryly Humping 

Pot and sex toys — they might not help, but they 
couldn’t hurt. 

I’m a woman with a small build who has never 
had children. During sex, my current partner 
frequently says, “ Squeeze your pussy,” as in he 
expects me to do Kegel exercises during sex (and 
hold it), which I will not do because it’s not plea- 
surable for me to tense up like that during sex. 
He doesn’t have the biggest or the smallest dick 
I have ever had, and I have never had this com- 
ment before. I have actually been told many times 
how “good and tight” I feel. We both enjoy anal, 
so we tried that. Same request: “Squeeze.” I have 
no abnormalities. I’m not sure if there is a work- 
around for this, other than doing Kegels every 
minute of my life. Help! 

Sex Partner’s Annoying Requests 




JOE NEWTON 


Your wife doesn’t wanna suck your cock, 
BLOWS, squeaky clean or stinky cheese. I would 
recommend outsourcing non-birthday blow- 
jobs — if your wife is okay with that, BLOWS, 
which she won’t be. 

I’m a mid-30s bi woman in an incredible poly 
marriage with a bi guy. A few months ago, I 
learned that one of my closest friends (also poly) 
has a crush on me. I also have always had a crush 
on him. My crush-friend needed to ask his other 
partners how they felt about him being involved 
with me. Three months have gone by, and he’s 
not yet told me how his other partners feel. One 
of those partners is under a lot of stress — not the 
best time to bring up potential new partners to 
her — but my friend has dated other people in the 
past three months. I think if he really wanted to 
do something with me, he would have asked by 
now. I know you can’t ask someone to give you 
closure. I’ve also got a shit ton of pride that pre- 
vents me from asking him directly how he feels. 
Should I just move on? 

Confused And Pathetic 

Yup. 


You have two options: You can tell your current 
sex partner you aren’t going to “squeeze” his dick 
with your pussy or your ass, as the sensation isn’t 
pleasurable for you, or can you lie to him. Tell him 
you’re squeezing your pussy/ass — you’re squeez- 
ing so hard — without actually squeezing your 
pussy/ass. Odds are good he’ll notice a differ- 
ence even if you’re not doing anything differently, 
SPAR, so great is the power of suggestion. 

I had to write after reading your recent Sav- 
age Love Letter of the Day from a woman who 
spotted a friend’s husband on Tinder and didn’t 
know whether she should say something to her 
friend. My (single and tindering) friend has 
been mistaken for his identical (married and 
non-tindering) twin brother more than once on 
the app. They live in Seattle and Los Angeles, 
and so most people in their lives don’t realize they 
have a twin. My friend has freaked out his sister- 
in-law’s friends by popping up on their Tinder 
feed. It came out after the sister-in-law posted a 
photo of the twins together on social media and 
multiple people expressed extreme relief that her 
husband was not a cheater but an identical twin! 

Deluded Acquaintances Needed Answers 


I am a queer trans woman in my mid-20s, and I 
am in a monogamous relationship with a queer 
cis woman. We have been dating for about three 
months now. We have had an absolutely amaz- 
ing sex life since day one, except for one caveat: 
She has never in her life had an orgasm. For most 
of the time she has been sexually active, she has 
felt ambivalent about getting off. It has only been 


Thanks for sharing, DANA! ■ 


On the Lovecast, Dan chats with the 
kinksters from the NoSafeWord podcast: 
savagelovecast.com. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
at strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD j Stranger Things To Do 



PERFORMANCE 


Hari Kondabolu 
with Elicia Sanchez 


DON'T MISS 


"Hari Kondabolu," says 
original riot grrrl musician Kathleen Hanna, 
"is punk as fuck." And it makes perfect 
sense that Kondabolu's new comedy album, 
Mainstream American Comic, was released 
on Olympia's original punk record label 
Kill Rock Stars. Laugh till you cry at the live 
show, then take the album home so you can 
make other people cry, too. He'll perform 
with Elicia Sanchez, whom Lindy West called 
a "grumpy nugget of delight." ( The Triple 
Door, Dec 5-7, $20-$28) KELLY O 


We also recommend... 

Bridget Everett: Pound It! Tour: Neptune 
Theatre, Sat Dec 3, 8 pm, $23.50 
A Christmas Carol: ACT Theatre, Thurs- 
Sun, $54-$89, through Dec 28 
Dan Savage's Holiday Special: Neptune 


Theatre, Sun Dec 4, 7 pm, $30, 18+ 

Disney's The Little Mermaid: The 5th Av- 
enue Theatre, Tues-Sun, $36-$141, through 
Dec 31 

Fucking A: UW Meany Studio Theater, 
Thurs-Sun, $ 1 0/$ 1 8, through Dec 11 

George Balanchine's The Nutcracker: 

Pacific Northwest Ballet at McCaw Hall, Fri- 
Sun, $22-$136, through Dec 28 

The Inexplicable Redemption of Agent 

G: Glenn Hughes Penthouse Theater, Dec 
6-11, $ 5/$ 1 0 

A John Waters Christmas: Neptune The- 
atre, Fri Dec 2, 8 pm, $38 
Love, Loss and What I Wore: The Pocket 
Theater, Sat Dec 3, 2 pm, $10/$ 14 
Mimosas Cabaret: A Boob Job for 
Christmas: Narwhal, Sat-Sun, 1 pm, $25, 
through Dec 18 

Peter and the Starcatcher: Arts West, 
Thurs-Sun, $19-$39.50, through Dec 23 
Phil Kline's Unsilent Night 2016: On the 

Boards, Sat Dec 3, 6 pm, free 
Vietgone: Seattle Repertory Theatre, Dec 
2-Jan 1, $57/$64 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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READINGS & TALKS 


Michael Chabon: 
Moonglow 


read that. Then read Telegraph Avenue. 
Then pick up Moonglow. Then hear him 
read from it. (Central Library, Thurs Dec 1, 
7 pm, free) RICH SMITH 

We also recommend... 


DON'T MISS 


Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
Michael Chabon ( The Amazing Adven- 
tures of Kavalier and Clay and Telegraph 
Avenue, among others) will speak about 
his latest work, Moonglow. It's a beautiful, 
controlled-chaos take on the memoir. "Mike 
Chabon" attends to his dying grandfather, 
an engineer who looks at every issue — me- 
chanical or emotional — as a sort of puzzle 
to be solved. Chabon's lyrical prowess 
abounds in this novel, and in person he 
projects so much sweetness and genuine 
curiosity, you just want to hug him. I mean, 
did you read that piece in GQ about him 
taking his son to Paris Fashion Week, and 
how all he got for the effort was "a pro- 
found understanding of who he is, what he 
wants to do with his life, and how it feels to 
watch a grown man stride down a runway 
wearing shaggy yellow Muppet pants"? Go 


An Evening with Bernie Sanders: Univer- 
sity Temple United Methodist Church, Wed 
Nov 30, 7 pm, sold out 
Ibram X. Kendi: University Book Store, 
Thurs Dec 1, 7 pm, free 
Seattle StorySLAM: Risk: Fremont Abbey, 
Thurs Dec 1, 8 pm, $10 
Tara Hardy's Book Release Show: Wash- 
ington Hall, Fri Dec 2, 6:30 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 5 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FOOD & DRINK 


Belgian Bier Dinner 


DON'T MISS 


Rhein Haus is doing a four- 
course "Belgian Bier Dinner," hosted by 
chef Pete Fjonse and bar manager Ryan 


Continued ► 
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MON Andy Coe 

Grateful Dead covers 


TUE Leif Totusek 

Guitar Savant 

WED Open Mic 

THE 

THU Fast Nasties, 

Subtle Triumph, 

Alex Rivera 

REVOLUTION 

FRI Difficult Children, 

The Worst Idea, 

STARTS 

Your Band, Heavy Nettle 

WITH US 

SAT Ghost Pains, 

f E 

Sweet Jesus, 

Dumb Thumb 

@bluemoonseattle 

712 NE 45th | 675-9116 

SUN Black Chevy 


rock n roll 



Typewriters For Sale! 

For the collector 
& daily typer. 


TYPEWRITER FEVER! 

245 4th. St. - Bremerton , WA 

5 minute walk from the ferry dock 
(360)813-1752 

typewriterfever.com 




HOWARD'S 

ON THE RIVER 


1-877-923-9555 1 509-923-9555 
233 Lakeshore Dr. | Pateros, WA 98846 
www. howardsontheriver. com 


SEEKING 

FUN 

PEOPLE 
TO PARTY 
IN BOISE 

TREEFORT MUSIC FEST 

March 22-26, 2017 
TMF-888-2017 
www.treefortmusicfest.com 
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THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE 

Minch. I'm a big fan of Minch, ever since 
working with him briefly. He was always 
willing to patiently and unpretentiously 
explain any rare or interesting cocktail, 
spirit, or other libation that sailed onto 
my order pad but over my head. At this 
event, Minch will be pairing (and person- 
ally explaining) a bunch of Belgian beers 
with Fjonse's beer-friendly food. The first 
course is pilsner and oysters, which is an 
undeniably classic combination. From 
there, he moves on to an interesting 
blended lambic beer, a strong golden aged 
in calvados barrels, and a rum-barrel-aged 
Piraat. Pair all that, respectively, with 
some mussels in a ham-studded lambic 
broth, a rabbit sausage main, and an opu- 
lent dessert, and you've got a meal well 
worth $55. (Rhein Haus, Thurs Dec 1, 6:30 
pm, $55) TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 

We also recommend... 

Mamnoon 4th Anniversary Week: Mam- 
noon, Nov 28-Dec 3, $4/$24/$44 
Saturday with the Somms Annual Cham- 
pagne Fete: RN74, Sat Dec 3, 2-4 pm, $75 
Winter Beerfest: Magnuson Park, Dec 2-3, 
$30/$35, 21 + 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FILM 


Die Hard 


DON'T MISS 


A year after Fox Plaza, a 
35-story tower in Century City, Los Ange- 
les, was completed (1987), it starred in a 
film that brought it and Bruce Willis fame. 
Die Hard. Fox Plaza plays Nakatomi Plaza, 
a building owned by a Japanese corpora- 
tion, and Bruce Willis plays John McClane, 
a white NYC cop whose estranged white 
wife not only lives in LA but appears to have 
gone to the other side, the Japanese side. 
While McClane visits his wife at Nakatomi 
Plaza, things go crazy and we enter the 
world inside of the building: its elevator 
shafts, air ducts, and structural spaces. Here, 
postmodern architecture meets Reagan-era 
Hollywood cinema and makes lots of movie 
magic. (Central Cinema, Dec 2-6, 9:30 pm, $8 
adv / $10 DOS) CHARLES MUDEDE 


We also recommend... 

Arrival: Various locations 

Breakfast at Tiffany's: Varsity Theatre, 
Wed Nov 30, 7 pm, $15 
Doctor Strange: Various locations 
The Eagle Huntress: Seven Gables, $10.50 
The Edge of Seventeen: Various locations 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them: Various locations 
Group Show presented by EXcinema: 
Grand Illusion, Tues Dec 6, 7 pm, $9 
Hunt for the Wilderpeople: Varsity The- 
atre, $10.50 

Ixcanul: Grand Illusion, $9 
Manchester by the Sea: SIFF Cinema Up- 
town, opens Dec 2, $12 
Moana: Various locations 
Moonlight: Various locations 
Next Dance Cinema 2016: Northwest Film 
Forum, Mon Dec 5, 7 and 8:30 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 5 
Nocturnal Animals: SIFF Cinema Egyp- 
tian, $12 

Old Stone: Grand Illusion, Dec 2-8, $9 
One More Time With Feeling: SIFF Cinema 
Uptown, Thurs Dec 1, 7 and 9:30 pm, $15 
Rules Don't Apply: Sundance Cinemas, $14 


FESTIVALS 


Popnoise 
Festival NW 


DON'T MISS 


Popnoise Festival NW — which 
has thrived in several US cities — comes to 
Seattle, verifying our town's voracious ap- 
petite for shoegaze, dream pop, psych rock, 
and other variants of head music. The event 
spotlights the dreamier, more ethereal end 
of rock, and right now, temporary escapism 
from America's political horrors is quite wel- 
come. Helping to elevate minds out of our 
Trump-induced nightmare are Philadelphia 
MBV acolytes Panophonic, brilliant Portland 
hazemongers Vibrissae, krautrock-informed 
'gazers Red Martian (who often perform as 
a Kraftwerk tribute band), tranquil drifters 
somesurprises, chillwave-inflected charm- 
ers Little Child Man, and savvy selector DJ 
Retina Burn of Neon Sigh Records. (Lo-Fi, 

Sat Dec 3, 8 pm, $10/$12) DAVE SEGAL 


Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


ART 


Christine Babic: 
When She Dies , 
You Too Will Die 


DON'T MISS 


When Christine Babic was 
two years old, an oil tanker struck a reef in 
the waters just beyond her fishing village 
and spilled so much crude oil that you 
can still find it today in some places if you 
simply dig up the top layer of earth. That 
was the Exxon Valdez. Babic was born and 
raised in Cordova, Alaska, on the land of 
her Suqpiaq ancestors. Her grandmother 
had been kidnapped from there, put in 
boarding school, and forbidden from 
speaking her native language or practicing 
her own culture by the US government. 

She settled in Seattle, but her daughter, 
Babic's mother, returned to Cordova to 
raise Babic — where in 1989 mass death 
visited the marine life there and the local 
economy was instantly devastated. Babic 
grew up in a family suddenly plunged 
into a struggle to make ends meet. Two 
of her other grandparents died of cancer 
after working intensely on cleaning up the 
spill. In the midst of all this, Babic's family 
were artists and craftspeople. She learned 
animal skin sewing and beading from her 
mother and her aunt, and devoted herself 
to traditional Native dances. The family 
went every year to sell some of their art 
at a fair in Santa Fe, where the mostly 
white crowd bought their state-certified- 
authentic-Native pieces. Alaska certifies 
"real" Native art with a designation you 
have to apply for, called the Silver Hand. 
The Silver Hand, the Exxon Valdez, the 
boarding school — they are all related, all 
aspects of what she calls "termination in 
disguise," some less disguised than others. 
As an adult, Babic left Cordova to earn her 
degree at the Pacific Northwest College of 
Art in Portland, but she did not leave it be- 
hind. She moved to Seattle a year ago and 
continues to return to Cordova, especially 
to fish with her family. And she is a con- 
temporary artist endowed with training 
in indigenous art, dance, and subsistence 
skills, and a canny capacity for divining, 
reinterpreting, and merging meanings and 
materials from across cultures. This month 
at the Center for Contemporary Art, Babic 


Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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SANTA PICTURES WITH YOUR DOG! 
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THINGS TO DO ARM CULTURE 


has her first solo show in Seattle, the culmi- 
nation of a residency she did in a shipping 
container of CoCA's in Georgetown — the 
perfect environment to work with animal 
hides and skins, she said. Titled When She 
Dies ; You Too Will Die, in reference to a 
prophecy about the relationship between 
a people and their land, the exhibition will 
include works made from the skins and 
hides of seals, rabbits, and caribou; from 
the dresses Babic wore as a young dancer, 
the American flags she took with her on 
a recent trip to stand with the protesters 
of the Dakota Access pipeline at Standing 
Rock, North Dakota, and her grandmother's 
clothing; and a mask she carved from cot- 
tonwood. Meet Christine Babic. (Center on 
Contemporary Art (CoCA), Opening Recep- 
tion Thurs Dec 1, 6-9 pm, Thurs-Sat, free, 
through Dec 23) JEN GRAVES 

We also recommend... 

First Thursday Art Walk: Pioneer Square, 
Thurs Dec 1, free 

First Friday Lecture: Xiaojin Wu: Asian Art 
Museum, Fri Dec 2, 1 1 am, free 
Winter Festival & Crafts Fair: Phinney 
Neighborhood Association, Dec 3-4, 10 am-5 
pm, $2/$4 


30 Americans: Tacoma Art Museum, Tues- 
Sun, $14, through Jan 15 

African Renaissances: Seattle Art Museum, 
Wed-Mon, $25, through July 16 
Big Picture: Art After 1945: Seattle Art 
Museum, Wed-Sun, $25 


Black Bodies in Propaganda: Northwest 
African American Museum, Wed-Sun, $7 
Emancipating the Past: Kara Walker's 
Tales of Slavery and Power: Bellevue Arts 
Museum, Tues-Sun, $12, through Nov 27 
Everything has been material for 
scissors to shape: Wing Luke Museum, 
Tues-Sun, $14.95, through April 16 
Go Tell It: Civil Rights Photography: 
Seattle Art Museum, Wed-Mon, $25, through 
Jan 8 

Jennifer West: Film Is Dead...: Seattle Art 
Museum, Wed-Mon, $25, through May 7 
MOTHA and Chris E. Vargas present: 
Transhirstory in 99 Objects: Henry Art Gal- 
lery, Wed-Sun, $10, through June 4 
Paul McCarthy: White Snow, Wood 
Sculptures: Henry Art Gallery, Wed-Sun, 

$10, through Jan 1 5 

Tabaimo: Utsutsushi Utsushi: Asian Art 
Museum, Wed-Sun, $9, through Feb 26 
Terratopia: The Chinese Landscape in 
Painting and Film: Asian Art Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $9, through Feb 26 
To: Seattle I Subject: Personal: Frye Art 
Museum, Tues-Sun, free, through Jan 8 
Victoria Haven: Blue Sun: Olympic Sculp- 
ture Park, free, through March 5 
We Are the Ocean: An Indigenous 
Response to Climate Change: Wing Luke 
Museum, Tues-Sun, $14.95, through Nov 12, 
2017 

Yves Saint Laurent: The Perfection of 
Style: Seattle Art Museum, Wed-Mon, $25, 
through Jan 8 


2nd Annual Holiday Small Works Sale: 


Gage Academy of Art, free, through Dec 9 

American Painting Today: V2 Arts Center, 
free, through Dec 17 

The Bureau of Arts & Culture: King Street 
Station, Thurs Dec 1, 6-11:30 pm, Sat-Sun, 
12-6 pm, $5 requested, through Dec 18 
Christopher Shaw: The Tea Library III: 

ArtXchange, Tues-Sat, free, through Jan 21 
A Closer Look: Pivot Art + Culture, Dec 
2-Feb 26, $5 

Coast to Coast - WEST: Washington State 
Convention & Trade Center, Mon-Fri, free, 
through Jan 1 1 

Danielle Andress: Twilight Gallery, Tues- 
Sun, free, through Dec 4 
Deborah Faye Lawrence: Open Carry: 
4Culture, Mon-Fri, free, through Dec 1 
Dick Weiss: Up and At 'em: Traver Gallery, 
Tues-Sun, free, through Dec 23 
Emily Gherard: Making Presence Known: 
Bridge Productions, Wed-Sat, free, through 
Dec 3 

Fernanda D'Agostino: Generativity: 

Suyama Space, Mon-Fri, free, through Dec 16 
Implied Fictions: Pivot Art + Culture, Dec 
2-Feb 26, $5 

in dig e nize: Daybreak Star Center, Mon- 
Fri, free, through Dec 1 
JD Banke and Lora Baize: For Whom The 
Bell Tolls: Glassbox Gallery, Opening Recep- 
tion Thurs Dec 1,7-10 pm, Wed-Sat, free, 
through Dec 17 

Jean Claude Moschetti: Parallel Worlds: 

Mariane Ibrahim Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, 
through Dec 3 

Jeffrey Simmons: Greg Kucera Gallery, 
Tues-Sat, free, through Dec 23 

Jennifer Mehigan: Watch Yourself Rot: 

Interstitial, Sat, free, through Dec 17 


Judith Cooper Haden: The Women of the 
Milpa: M. Rosetta Hunter Art Gallery, Mon- 
Fri, free, through Dec 15 
Kiss Fear: BONFIRE, Wed-Sat, free, through 
Jan 28 

Laura Allen: Intelligent Life: Twilight Gal- 
lery, Tues-Sun, free, through Dec 4 
Mark Calderon: Greg Kucera Gallery, Tues- 
Sat, free, through Dec 23 
Michelle Anderst: Seven: New Work: 
Ghost Gallery, Thurs-Sun, free, through Dec 4 
Monica Lisette-Sanchez: Explorations 
From an In-Between Place: Ethnic Art Gal- 
lery, Mon-Fri, free, through Jan 13 
Paul Marioni: Maybe: Traver Gallery, Tues- 
Sat, free, through Dec 23 
Robots Building Robots: Hedreen Gallery, 
Wed-Sat, free, through Dec 10 
Sarah McRae Morton: Mapping Stars at 
Noon: Foster/White Gallery, Dec 1-24, free 
Super Cooper 10: City Hall Lobby Gallery, 
Mon-Fri, free, through Dec 21 
Three Days in Standing Rock: A Fund- 
raising Photography Show: Vermillion, 
Tues-Sun, free, through Dec 3 
Visual Abuse: Jim Blanchard's Graphic 
Art, 1982-2002: Fantagraphics Bookstore 
and Gallery, free, through Dec 8 
Warren Dykeman: Would I go home 
again?: Studio E Gallery, Fri-Sat, free, 
through Dec 3 

We Are a Crowd of Others: MadArt, open 
house Sat Dec 3, 12-6 pm, Wed-Sat, free, 
through Jan 28 

Winter Gymnastics: G. Gibson Gallery, 
Wed-Sat, free, through Jan 7 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 
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Kamasi Washington 

Fri Dec 2 

at Moore Theatre 


MIKE PARK 


WEDNESDAY 1 1/30 


Anderson, Rabin & Wakeman 

(Moore, all ages) Hear Yes's Jon Anderson 
introducing "And You and I" from the stage 
on the Progeny boxed set, seven shows 
between Halloween and November 20, 1972. 
Nixon had squashed McGovern, November 7. 
That must have seemed like the apocalypse at 
the time. Anderson doesn't mention names, 
but he mentions that the band called "And 
You and I" the "Protest Song" in the studio. 

He laments that nobody up at the top ever 
seems to listen to protest songs. We now have 
our own apocalypse. Anderson got tossed 
aside by prog-rock geniuses Yes, but he's back 
around with two former bandmates. He's still 
the skinny, fanciful, fellow who might well get 
beat up on the playground. He's still smarter 
and kinder than anybody who would do that. 
ANDREW HAMLIN 

Dwarves, Die Nasty, Convictions, 
Babylon, Pink Muscles 

(Highline) The Dwarves exist to offend. There is 
nothing politically correct about this punk-rock 
band — from the bloody, naked women adorn- 
ing one of their most popular albums, Blood 
Guts & Pussy, to their song titles. For example, 
"Sit on My Face" and the more recent "Trailer 
Trash" and "Sluts of the USA." Aside from their 
over-the-top, offensive image, Dwarves write 
extremely catchy pop-punk anthems but- 
tressed with scumbag rock-and-roll swagger. 
Local support comes from Die Nasty, a raw 


punk band that sounds straight out of 1977, 
the best compliment you could give a group of 
this ilk. KEVIN DIERS 


THURSDAY 12/1 


Roy Hargrove Quintet 

(Jazz Alley, all ages, Dec 1-4) Trumpeter Roy 
Hargrove, appearing with saxophonist Justin 
Robinson, bassist Ameen Saleem, drummer 
Quincy Phillips, and pianist Sullivan Fortner, 
sometimes starts a set out with slow, low, mur- 
muring discussion between instruments. And 
the deeply mystical jazz musicians believe, at 
least, that they can talk on their horns — which, 
given their affinity for one another and serving, 
so to speak, in the trenches with one another, 

I wouldn't doubt. The band expands this aes- 
thetic, though, so as to keep speaking through 
more conventional selections — things that 
sound like bebop, mournful soul, sad lyricism, 
frenetic testifying — all caught up in the concept 
of conversation. Since they number five, such 
conversation must feature complications. And 
it'll go on for a while. ANDREW HAMLIN 

Studio 4/4: Paco Osuna 

(Q Nightclub) Spanish DJ/producer Paco Osuna 
has recorded for some of the world's top 
techno labels, including Richie Hawtin's Plus 8 
and M_nus, so he's a perfect fit for the Studio 
4/4 weekly's emphasis on highbrow high times. 
Serving as a resident jock at Hawtin's ENTER 
night at Space Ibiza and other venues world- 
wide hasn't hurt Osuna's rep as a master of 


Noteworthy Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com S^@SEAshows 

euphoric yet cerebral jams, either. As a DJ, Osu- 
na favors minimal tracks that make you feel as 
if you've ingested a few hits of clean acid. As a 
producer, Osuna cranks up the lysergic intensity 
even more, as evidenced by his 2014 album. 
Long Play for M_nus, and his Amigos EPs with 
fellow psychonauts like Alex Under and Daniel 
Sanchez. Let's hope he drops in some cuts from 
them tonight. DAVE SEGAL 


FRIDAY 12/2 


Kamasi Washington 

(Moore, all ages) I'm certainly not a dyed-in- 
the-wool, vetted-by-the-vets jazz head — but 
I know me a little bit. Such as the fact that 
the three-hour 2015 album The Epic, from Los 
Angeles saxophonist Kamasi Washington (with 
his longtime West Coast Get Down partners), 
is revelatory, a continuum-straddling spiritual- 
jazz homecoming, awake for staid conformity 
and expectations. Watching the album's live 
hometown debut on YouTube — do yourself a 
favor this afternoon or evening and check it 
out — you'll see that the collective energy on 
display is profound. If you've been listening 
to some of the most innovative black music 
coming out of LA over the past couple years, 
some of that was already palpable — whether 
peeping the stylistic breadth of Terrace Martin, 
the bold funkonauticisms of Thundercat, or 
hearing them all come together on the biggest 
rap album of last year. To Pimp a Butterfly. 

Even though there's supposed to be a drought, 
the incredibly rich musical tradition of the city 
just pours out — and Kamasi represents a high- 
water mark. Dive on in. LARRY MIZELL JR. 

Ghoul, the Plot Sickens, the Criid 
Guns, Misuse of Power, Kommand 

(El Corazon, all ages) While San Francisco 
"Splatterthrash" outfit Ghoul know their way 
around a memorable metal song, the real draw 
here is their stage show. A spectacle in the 
Grand Guignol tradition, their performances 
include blood spraying from actors dressed as 
giant robots, voodoo priests, and other Satur- 
day morning cartoon staples. Juvenile? Sure. 

But their last LP included a Candy Land-esque 
board game, so what can we expect? GWAR in- 
novated a similarly over-the-top and theatrical 
approach, but founding member Dave "Oderus 
Urungus" Brockie has passed, and Ghoul carry 
their torch better than the remaining Scum- 
dogs of the Universe. Maybe that's because 
under the hood. Ghoul are a who's who of Bay 
Area death-metal musicians from bands like 
Impaled and Exhumed. JOSEPH SCHAFER 

Cathedrals XV: Lemolo, 

Loch Lomond, NAVVI 

(Saint Mark's Cathedral, all ages) The most 
important thing to do in the aftermath of 
the presidential election is to admit publicly 
and privately that we live within a system of 
white supremacy and begin organizing ways 
of protecting ourselves, our loved ones, and 
all marginalized groups against the violent 
bigotry heavily present in our government and 
communities. But after all that, you should 
really undertake some self-care. Cathedrals, the 
series, enables listeners to peacefully experience 
music of complex purity in the majestic cave 
that is Saint Mark's Cathedral. In this iteration, 
heavenly harmonic pop outfit Lemolo headline, 
with crisply meditative layers provided by 
roughly hewn chamber-pop ensemble Loch 

Continued ► 
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THIS SAT! DECEMBER 3 

BRIDGET EVERETT 


SHOW MOVED FROM SHOWBOX SODO 
NEXT WEEK! DECEMBER 6 

JIM JAMES 

^ TWIN LIMB 

NEXT WEEK! FRI DECEMBER 9 

LIVE WIRE! 

WITH LUKE BURBANK 

cP MARIE SEMPLE 
cP MISHA COLLINS 

DECEMBER 14 

ROBERT GLASPER EXERIMENT 


SECOND SHOW BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
FRI DECEMBER 16 I 8PM & 10:30PM 
THE CONFIMED KILLS TOUR 

I LIZA 


FRI DECEMBER 23 

MANATEE COMMUNE 
ON ICE! 

cP YPPAH 

,11*1, ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 

JANUARY 8 

STAR ANNA & 
SYNERGIA NW ORCHESTRA 
PERFORM ZIGGY STARDUST 


JANUARY 20 

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST TOUR 

THE FIGHTER & THE KID 


JANUARY 30 

THE RUBBA BAND BUSINESS TOUR 

JUICY J 

cP BELLY f PROJECT PAT 

SAT FEBRUARY 4 
FEELGOOD FEEL GREAT TOUR 

THE KNOCKS 

cP SKYLAR SPENCE 
cP MARK JOHNS 

SAT FEBRUARY II 

ACE FREHLEY 

cP ENUFF Z’NUFF 

FEBRUARY 16 

J BOOG 

gP jo mersamarley 

11 JEMERE MORGAN 

ON SALE FRI AT 10AM 
JkjfcD! MARCH 15 

JAKE MILLER 

cP MAX " 1 SPENCER SUTHERLAND 


SAT MARCH 18 

JAPANDROIDS 

gP CRAIG FINN 
& THE UPTOWN CONTROLLERS 


MARCH 22 

RICKIE LEE JONES & 
MADELEINE PEYROUX 

MARCH 29 

LOCASH 

GP RYAN FOLLESE 
''MICHAEL TYLER 

APRIL 9 

SOHN 

APRIL 18 

AN EVENING OF ACOUSTIC MUSIC 

JULIAN LAGE& 
CHRIS ELDRIDGE 
A0IFE O’DONOVAN 

MAY 10 

THE ZOMBIES IN AMERICA TOUR 

ANDREW McMAHON 
IN THE WILDERNESS 

cP ATLAS GENIUS 
cP NIGHT RIOTS 


& 


ON SALE NOW! 

f - SAVAGE LOVE LIVE I DEC 4 • KIDZ BOP I DEC 10 ^ 

* NYE with SAM LACH0W&RAZ SIMONE I DEC 31 T 

* HENRY ROLLINS I JAN 2 -THE BAD PLUS I JAN 19 O 
LUCINDA WILLIAMS I JAN 25 • MARTIN SEXTON I JAN 27 

BI-2 | JAN 29 • LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZ0 I JAN 31 
ADAM ANT I FEB 3 • LBS #17: ANGEL OLSEN I FEB 18 
LOS CAMPESIN0S I FEB 20 • M0 I MAR 16 


- 1 - SEAT! 

SIGivn 


(800) 745-3000 • STGPRESENTS.ORG 

Tickets Available At ticketmaster.com 


NEPTUNE 












28 November 30, 2016 THE STRANGER 




KEXP A SHOWBOX PRESENT 

TACOCAT 

dbcembi n fb I 


AURORA 

-hfc NMIItMH AH 


PKEMiftlt a 


IsCWM 


DECEMIFR -M fcJflPM 


NEW TfMBIVH 

HELL’S BELIES 

wilh HACK SA B B ITCH 


[>E%FMEiE E 51 fllMWl 


PEWiini (w»H 


AN EVENING WITH 

TOH KAY 


THE E N DLES & SUMMER TOUR 

DESERT HEARTS 


L>L>: lmdi r hi uzzurm 


JAN UAJ!T 5a V:*br.Wi 


AN 1KT1MATI 5-OIQ / 4/CO-UiTIC 


L I ' I I N i,M O PEftftl n MAN<E BY 


CITIZEN COPE 


DEV END HA 

BANHAHT 




OKFMiER 14 4l3QP*fl. 
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11/30 

WEDNESDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

The Japanese House @ The Sunset 

The Big Moon 21 + 


12/1 

THURSDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

The Slackers 

The Sentiments, The Georgetown Orbits All Ages 


12/1 

THURSDAY 


t 1 ’ 

i t 


The Crocodile Presents:: 

The Cold Hard Cash Show 
@ The Sunset 21 + 


12/2 

FRIDAY 


Alt Nation Presents:: 

Advance Placement Tour feat. 

The Shelters and The Hunna 

The WRECKS 21 + 


12/3 

SATURDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Pere Ubu 

‘Coed Jail!’ Songs from 1975-1982 

obnox, SSDD 21 + 


12/7 

WEDNESDAY 


The Crocodile Presents:: 

Helmet 


Local H 21 + 






Thu 2/9 

KEVIN 
GARRETT 
@ LO-FI 



Mon 3/27 

MOOSE BLOOD 


12/8 AGAINST THE CURRENT 12/9 VANIC 12/10 THE PAPER KITES 
12/11 YATTA X LIL YASE 12/14 ANDIE CASE @ THE VERA PROJECT 
12/14 D0206 HOLIDAY WITH PICKWICK 12/15 BLEEDTOGETHER 12/16 THE 
HELIO SEQUENCE 12/17 MUDHONEY 12/18 MUDHONEY 12/22 PO’ BROTHERS 

2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 
TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 
★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM * 


Nectar Lounge 
412 N 36th St 
206.632.2020 
www.nectarlounge.com 


1 1 .30 Wednesday (Bluegrass) 

CASCADE CRESCENDO 

Oly Mountain Boys, Sourwood Stringband 

12.1 Thursday (Hip Hop / Funk) 

THE FUNK HUNTERS W/ 
CHALI 2NA (OF JURASSIC 5) 

Staxx Brothers, Willdabeast, Indica Jones 

12.2 Friday (Bluegrass) 

HOT BUTTERED RUM 

Spare Rib & The Bluegrass Sauce 

12.3 Saturday (Funk / Space Rock) 

KUNG FU + PARTICLE 

12.4 Sunday (Funk/Soul) 

OBJECT HEAVY 

DL03 (DELVON LAMAR ORGAN TRIO) 

12.7 Wednesday (Funk/Soul) 

GOOVESESSION 

Jelly Bread, The Mondegreens 

12.8 Thursday (Hip-Hop/Electronic) 

NIGHTMARES ON WAX (DJ SET) 

Romare (DJ Set) 

12.9 Friday (Folk Rock) 

SHOOK TWINS + 

RABBIT WILDE Saint Claire 

12.10 Saturday (Reggae) 

CLINTON FEARON 
& Boogie Brown Band 

Dub Lounge International, 3J Million 

12.15 Thursday (Rock) 

SCOTT PEMBERTON BAND 

Yak Attack, Cecil Moses & the SGs 


EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 
TUESDAYS IN DEC: HAPPY ORCHESTRA 

12.16 OG MCTUFF 

12.17 DESERT DWELLERS 

12.18 BLUEGRASS CHRISTMAS 
12.21 & 22 ANUHEA (2 NIGHTS!) 
12.23 HIBOU 

12.29 KALYA SCINTILLA 

12.30 LYRICS BORN 

+ BLACKALICIOUS 

12.31 NITE WAVE NEON NYE 
CLOZEE + PSYMBIONIC 
CRY-DAY EMO PARTY 

1.11 TALKING DREADS 

1.12 JONNY SONIC 

1.13 DIMOND SAINTS 

1.18 BROWN SABBATH 

1.19 VINCE HERMAN 
+GIPSY MOON 

1.20 GIANT PANDA 
GUERILLA DUB SQUAD 

1.21 KELLER WILLIAMS 
KWAHTRO 

1.29 KRIZZ KALIKO 
2.2 & 3 SIRMIX-A-LOT 

(2 NIGHTS!) 

2.4 KARL DENSON'S 
TINY UNIVERSE 
2.10 DIRT NASTY 
2.12 WHITE LIES 
2.17 JOHN BROWN'S BODY 
2.19 KNEEBODY 

2.24 SCOTT LAW 

2.25 MARIACHI FLOR 
DE TOLOACHE 

3.1 MARBIN 

3.16 & 17 ALO (2 NIGHTS!) 

3.29 THE WERKS 
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TIGS TO DO MUSIC 


Lomond, and bowed-neck, electro-synth duo 
NAWI. Go get your relaxation on, then wake 
up and keep fighting. KIM SELLING 

Full Toilet, the Crap, Hot Carlas, Dumps 

(Funhouse) Promoted as "The Shit Show," this 
event will probably be a bowl of fun. The cra- 
pload of bands on the bill are topped by Kurt 
Bloch's (under the name Pissed Don Sheets) 
spaz-punk outfit Full Toilet, who released their 
first proper LP, / Disagree, earlier this year. The 
album is a pure scuzz-rock document packed 
with loudly blurted thought fragments and 
condensed song formations; 17 30-second 
tracks rattle your ears before the epic 1 1 .5-min- 
ute, punk-poet freak-out called "I Sayed Bang" 
closes out the disc. The self-released / Disagree, 
as well as 201 1 's self-titled 7-inch on Sub Pop, 
are quick-and-dirty visceral experiences. You'll 
listen to Bloch wet-breathe, sniff, and yell his 
parts during the course of a Full Toilet album, 
and I'll bet you'll get to know him even more 
intimately onstage. TODD HAMM 

Luke Fitzpatrick: Cage & Partch 

(Jones Playhouse, all ages) Might as well start 
with the boilerplate: "UW School of Music vio- 
linist Luke Fitzpatrick performs the John Cage 
Freeman Etudes for solo violin and the 17 Lyrics 
of Li Po for adapted viola and voice by Harry 
Partch, marking the first-ever performance 
of the work in its entirety on the composer's 
original handmade instrument." Cage may 
not have started out creating violin pieces that 
were unplayable, but after a few of the Etudes 
got that reputation, he seemed satisfied 
enough that they held that rep. Fitzpatrick, 
then, pushes back against seemingly impass- 
able mountains. Partch created the Adapted 


Viola by grafting a cello neck to a viola body. 
The work in question grafts music to classic 
Chinese poetry. ANDREW HAMLIN 


SATURDAY 12/3 


Pere Ubu, Obnox, SSDD 

(Crocodile) Those early Pere Ubu singles from 
the mid to late 1970s — plus 1978's The Modem 
Dance and Dub Housing — constitute some of 
the most bracing rock humankind has ever 
mustered. Coming from the ecologically chal- 
lenged city of Cleveland, the inferiority complex 
capital of America, singer-songwriter David 
Thomas and company forged a postapocalyptic 
sound that carried industrial decay in its DNA 
and made desolation and dejection rock you 
like a hurricane. Their sonic and lyrical Dadaist 
panic exploded hearts of darkness with an 
attack that often inverted rock's cliches to stun- 
ning effect. Obnox — led by the prolific dynamo 
Lamont Thomas — are worthy torch-carriers for 
Pere Ubu's foundation-toppling rock. While 
Thomas made a rep as a badass drummer for 
raunch-rockers Bassholes, with Obnox he slash- 
es out hedonistic guitar distortion and sings 
with a ferocious authority that makes most vo- 
calists seem mealy-mouthed. Obnox represent a 
new punk-soul zenith. DAVE SEGAL 

False Prophet: Veronica Vasicka, 

DJ Eddie Lee, Sharlese, Kate 

(Kremwerk) As boss of Minimal Wave Records 
and as a well-traveled DJ, Veronica Vasicka has 
played a key role over the last decade in reviv- 
ing interest in obscure synth music from the 
1970s and '80s, as well as fostering new music 
in that vein for her Cititrax subsidiary. Like 
Seattle's Medical Records, but with a narrower 


focus. Minimal Wave favors the alien and 
alienating end of the minimal-synth and Italo 
disco spectra. Vasicka's excellent taste in those 
rarefied subgenres makes her DJ sets veritable 
history lessons as well as weird dance parties 
abounding with wonky synthetic pleasures and 
enough anomic vocals to demoralize a stadium 
full of psychotherapists. DAVE SEGAL 

Rob Angus, Brian Fergus 

(Chapel Performance Space, all ages) Initially 
inspired by Brian Eno, Brian Fergus has gone 
on to perform on various electric, acoustic, 
and acousmatic instruments, including ukulele, 
which somehow isn't cloying in his skilled 
hands. YouTube features several clips of Fergus 
covering the Beatles, Barrett, Monk, Mingus, 
and, in a stroke of genius, a mash-up of Led 
Zeppelin's "Misty Mountain Hop" and Devo's 
"Uncontrollable Urge." Expect more abstract 
works tonight, though. Angus released four al- 
bums in the 1990s that are lost classics of what 
I've called "cryptic, ritualistic sonic mesmerism" 
in the vein of Jon Hassell and :Zoviet*France: 
Ethnoloopography Slow Rain, and two collabs 
with Jeff Greinke, Night and Fog and Crossing 
Ngoli. Angus's more recent music taps into a 
less exotic but still exploratory style. Angus and 
Fergus will be using a multichannel, surround- 
sound system tonight. DAVE SEGAL 

SMooCH: Father John Misty, the New 
Pornographers, J Mascis, Naked Giants 

(Showbox) The charity circuit gets an indie-rock 
soundtrack as a pitch-perfect lineup including 
some of Sub Pop's brightest stars gathers to 
help raise funds for Seattle Children's Hospital. 
Attendees will get the unique treat of pairing 

Continued ► 


the 




THURSDAY. DECEMBER 1 


GRIFFIN HOUSE 

WITH SPECIAL GUEST ALEX2E 


Rl & SAT. DECEMBER 2 » 3 


STRIPPED SCREW BURLESQUE 

BEST BURLESQUE PAGEANT EVER! 


SUNDAY. DECEMBER -1 


SHOWBOX PRESENTS 

JOE MANDE 


THURSDAY. DECEMBER J 


KIM RICHEY 

XOLIE MORRA 


FIJI &SA1 DECEMBER 9 & ID 


STRIPPED SCREW BURLESQUE 
BEST BURLESQUE PAGE NT EVER! 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 


TYLER EDWARDS 

ARTHUR JAMES -SOJOURN SOUL 


COMfNG UP 


13/19 1HE BURLESQUE MARATHONS; 
SEATTLE EDITION 
12/23 HAKE WARNING PRESENTS 
ADAM RAT 

1HJ0 JAI HOf 60UYWOGD 
MASQUERADE: PlK HEW YEAR'S EVE 
PARTY WITH DJ PRASHANT 
17/31 AbNt^PARK 
1/7 ALEX ASHLEY, KARRA HESSE, 
BETH WWTNFV 

t/20 NICHOLAS RUSSELL BAND 
3/5 EMPORIUM PRESENTS: 
SHANE KOYCZAN 


IN THE BOURBON BAR 


jlzj J h *J IH 

* ■ r-JiarifTY Mj.ik: Ciib 

•.rfr-atpl- MMufc/ta 

OH fcNxH Kr* / IraJiian 
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WWW CGLUMBfACITYTMEATER COM 



thelofl.net 


20fi- 254-2824 
429 la sll a he Ave. East 
Auks 21+ 





te-tv 


SEA MONSTER live music 

7 nights a week featuring: 

MONDAYS OPEN MIC 8pm 

TUESDAYS W/JOE DORIA B3 

organ live jazz fusion 10pm, 
opening band 8pm 

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

live rare soul & 
original funk family 10pm 

AQUA SOUL THURSDAYS 

live w/ Jimmy James, Tim 
Kennedy and guests 10pm $7 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $8 

MONSTER SATURDAY NIGHT 

live funk party 
every Saturday 8pm 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH 

10am-3pm w/ LIVE JAZZ 
12-2pm, ALL AGES TIL 10PM 


(A SCRATCH BAR FOOD and 
LA HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY /J 

2202 N 45th St • Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 



mabonzio 

VANCE 
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STRANGERTICKETS 

PROMOTION WHERE IT MATTERS 

StrangerTickets.com 

FEATURED EVENTS 


Dec 


Hangar 30 
at Magnuson 
Park 


^2Qlb 


Penny University: 

Practical Steps Towards Building 
Community in the New Political Reality 

• r i [ 


Dec 4 - 2pm 


Town Hall 


i 


ANNUAL FALL 

FUNDRAISER 




Ht-f—r ftlh 

lui a r * -'ll: HI” PulYa. I U11T 

imm dirt Duifm 
LIVE A JCIIDt 3 j.IT. J 
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Sohoe g! the Secson By: 

VV INTE RSON G w van john appuebv 

A BENEFIT FOB JUINMUN 
RAIN.SR VALLEY FOOD SANK BKSFOOT WALLACE 

AARON STARKEY 
EMMA LEE TOYODA 

December 2nd [ 9pm 

The Piranha Shop 


HAVE AN EVENT? 

Use Stranger Tickets for your event and get a FREE ad here! 

STRANGERTICKETS.COM 



THURSDAY 12/1 

MOON DIAL 

MYRRUM + BIGFOOT WALLACE 
AND HIS WICKED SONS 


FRIDAY 12/2 
AN EVENING WITH 

CHRIS ROBINSON 
BROTHERHOOD 


SATURDAY 12/3 

SHAMELESS 

ALL YOUR GUILTY PLEASURES 
& ONE HIT WONDERS DANCE NIGHT 


TUESDAY 12/6 

LEE FIELDS & 
THE EXPRESSIONS 

LADY WRAY 


WEDNESDAY 12/7 

WILD CHILD 

VAUDEVILLE ETIQUETTE 
+ WALKER LUKENS 


THURSDAY 12/8 

GIRAFFE TONGUE 
ORCHESTRA 

WITCH RIPPER 


SUNDAY 12/11 

ROONEY 

ROYAL TEETH + SWIMM 


TUESDAY 12/13 

HARRY POTTER TRIVIA 

UGLY SWEATER EDITION 


BJ 1 QB 0 ZJI 

COMING UP NEXT 


WEDNESDAY 11/30 

IET 

BLICKY + JEAN CHALANT 


SATURDAY 12/3 

TRAILS AND WAYS 

THE CRUSH + WILD ENGLISH 


SUNDAY 12/4 

ATTLAS 

SHELF NUNNY 


TUESDAY 12/6 

RKCB + MICHAEL BLUME 

LAUV + PANTS 


WEDNESDAY 12/7 

SLBTFACE 

BED. + SHIVER TWINS 


WEEKLY FRIDAYS, SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE 


TICKET AVAILABLE AT 
MOE BAR & ETIX.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THEBARBOZA.COM | MOEBARSEATTLE.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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CHERRY 

GLAZERR 

SLOW KDIIOWS 


FEBRUARY 8 I CROCODILE 





WHITE 

LIES 


special gun I 

VOWW5 


FEBRUARY 12 1 NECTAH LOUNGE 



JENS 

LEKMAN 



MAFTCH S I NegMOS 


WHISKEY 

MYERS 


SJSt SAT WAflCH HI CROCODILE 



AGNES 
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THINGS TO DO MUSIC 


their five-star meals with the golden voices 
of Destroyer's Dan Bejar, Neko Case, and A.C. 
Newman in the form of their always-a-good- 
time supergroup the New Pornographers. 
Dinosaur Jr. frontman/guitar hero J Mascis will 
be taking to the stage solo, albeit with the help 
of some special guests, to perform a selection 
of his many hits for both Dinosaur and himself, 
and Naked Giants will be kicking off the night 
with their own brand of garage rock. Finally, 
Father John Misty will be headlining the event 
and his mellow and melodic brand of folk rock 
will provide the perfect nightcap. NICK ZURKO 

Supersonic Electronic: A Night 
of Cosmic Italo Disco 

(Timbre Room) Come bask in the euphoric 
sounds of this perennially so-unhip-it's-hip 
genre that has taken on a life of its own, prov- 
ing far more influential than its profit-minded 
producers could have ever expected, as nu-disco 
superstars like Todd Terje and Prins Thomas 
have taken Italo disco global. If you like your 
disco with a hefty dose of laser-sharp synths 
and pulsating drum machines, then put that 
mustache you've been cultivating to good use 
and get down to the Italian sounds that will be 
coming from the DJ booth at the Timbre Room 
this Saturday. DJs von der Ahe, Lucero, and Car- 
los Ruiz will be providing the astral soundtrack 
with choice Italo disco hits designed to take you 
to whole new realms. NICK ZURKO 


SUNDAY 12/4 


Avant-rock freak of freaks Frank Zappa passed 
away on this date in 1 993, way too soon. 


MONDAY 12/5 


Justin Townes Earle, Jason Dodson 

(Tractor) The son of country-rock singer/force- 
of-nature Steve Earle, Justin Townes Earle 
named his last album Absent Fathers to make 
us laugh, but it's not (only) a laughing matter. 
He sounds slippery-syllabled, and more than 
anything else, tired. He's mournful; ponder- 
ing the delicious failures of his past seems 
the only way to fashion any kind of present. 
But his songs are all beautifully depressing, at 
least. That brand of depressing it's tempting to 
hide within. Jason Dodson from the Mal- 
dives sounds more conventionally rueful. Not 
lugubrious sad, not slippery-sad, just matter-of- 
fact sad. With wit. With a keen eye to telling 
details. This should make for some subtle but 
fascinating contrasts. ANDREW HAMLIN 


TUESDAY 12/6 


Bell Witch, Aerial Ruin, 

Eos, Serpentent 

(Highline) It's strange to think that metal has 
spent much of its tenure in pop culture endur- 
ing attacks by critics for being ephemeral, 
sophomoric, or formulaic. In 2017, metal seems 
to be the last bastion of rock music that isn't 
afraid to take potentially alienating chances. 
Metalheads are eager to be challenged. This 
could explain the overwhelming international 
praise heaped upon Seattle's funeral-doom 
duo Bell Witch. Last year's Four Phantoms was 
an exercise in tension, austerity, and patience, 
with each of the album's four tracks bloom- 
ing into fetid splendor at the torporific pace 
of a corpse flower. With an arsenal limited to 
drums and an adroitly manipulated six-string 


bass. Bell Witch weave mournful catharsis and 
animalistic malice into masterfully protracted 
elegies. BRIAN COOK 

Laraaji, BardoiBasho, D J Explorateur 

(Q Nightclub) Light in the Attic's superb 2013 
compilation I Am the Center significantly 
raised new age music's profile, which had been 
gaining renewed interest since the mid '00s 
through a number of blogs dedicated to the 
genre's obscure classics. One such beneficiary 
of that revival has been electric zither player 
Laraaji, who first gained notoriety when Brian 
Eno tapped him to helm the seminal Ambi- 
ent 3: Day of Radiance. Promoters from Rare 
Air and Elevator bring this new age veteran's 
celestial sounds to town for a special night 
with Bardo:Basho providing support in the way 
of her mesmerizing, loop-based compositions 
that pair field recordings with her keen ear for 
sound design to create slow and meditative 
music ideal for zoning out. NICK ZURKO 

Lee Fields & the Expressions, Lady Wray 

(Neumos) I don't think you could do much 
better on any given Tuesday night than getting 
down with Mr. Lee Fields, one of the last soul 
singers from way back still dialed in and still 
pushing. And he's currently touring the world in 
support of his new LP, Special Night. Uh, the al- 
bum is fucking GREAT, full of deep soul groovers 
in the Dan Penn/Muscle Shoals vein, some of his 
mid-tempo funk action, and the anthem "Make 
the World." Every song on here only reassures 
me that Fields's lamp is lit with lightning. Also 
on board tonight is Lee's labelmate. Lady Wray 
(aka Nicole Wray), who'll be singing some of the 
sweet soul tunes off her killer late summer LP, 
Queen Alone. MIKE NIPPER 


nT.rADirrc I PATTON OSWALT 


Wednesday, November 30 

DWARVES 
Die Nasty 
Convictions 
Babylon, Pink Muscles 

8PM $14- $17 


Friday, December 2 
Atropa Productions presents:: 

CIRQUE DU CREEP 

9PM $20- $25 


Saturday, December 3 

FLAMINGOSIS 
Late Night Radio 
jamie blake 
JUSTIN HARTINGER 

9PM $13 


Tuesday, December 6 

BELL WITCH 
Aerial Ruin 
Eos, Serpentent 

9PM, $10- $12 


Friday, December 9 
Hail Santa VII: 

MACABRE 
Witchaven, Xoth 
Blood Freak, MRSA, Weaponlord 

8PM, $15- $17 

Saturday, December 10 

THE KENT 3 

The K Streets (Fastbacks Tribute) 
Dreamsalon 

9PM, $10- $12 

www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 

Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 



FRIDAY, MARCH 24 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE 

TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY 


BUY . 
TICKETS 


LTvennTion.c 


Tickets available at LiveNation.com, ticketmaster.com, or charge by phone: (800) 745-3000 
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WED/NQVEUBEH 30 72m- 

WEIGHTLESS TOUR 


liz fongley 

w/ brian dun ne 


THU/D6CEM06A1 8PM 
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family 

w/ drunken prayer 
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PRl/D€CEM0esr 2 6 
SAT/DECErtfi=fU • 3PM 
ACOUSTIC CHRISTMAS WOH 


over the rhine 
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EUM/DECEMSER 4 5PM £ 3PM 
PORTER PRODUCTIONS AND 
KSCS WELCOMES 


del mccoury 
band 


MON/DECEMBER 5 > 7:H PH 
TUS/DECEM9ER 6 & 
WED/DEC 7 - 


hari kondabolu 

w/ el I da sanchez 

J? 


FRl/OEC£M0E»&- 
THU/D6CEM6£R29 ■ TiMES VARt 
VOTLANE t MCCANN 


land of the 
sweets: the 
burlesque 
nutcracker 
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Immm 


322 colibri 
ctosed for a private event until 
9pm tba dosed 
for a private event until 10pm 
■ Y. brian nova jazz Jam 
deliteh peart mantarays 


Tli FHfcjRE Th£ ££?T 

PLEASE ARRIVE (EARLY 

d Mtk cpln i i rtOuflS r-hiofr ftruif 


AJ_L-« 5 t 5 Si h B tmy 


thetHpledoor.net 


216 UNION STREET, SEATTLE 
206 038.4513 
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HUNT 4 GATHER pnmni* 
EPIC FflaHirlng, Kadoifjah Sinaia 
Open Id Close nV 5l 5 

SAT l £/3 itflddDpffl 

NIGHT CRUSH Fnluring 
Dcllsh Da Goddess wsia 

SUN 12/4 jff 10pm howhuw 

FLAMMABLE 

W«n Oajsl's bfigesi running house n*gM_ 
Wdttey HoAfitswi EktanLrOflfl #510 
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fft+Sunli/'i-Iirt *Tf*i 

The Dins Martins Christmas Shciw 
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SEATTLE POETRY SLAM 
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tractor 

TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE. 

Wed 11/30 Sc Thu 12/1 

TWO NIGHTS WITH 

CALIFORNIA 

HONEYDROPS 

STEEP RAVINE 

8PM $20 


Fri 12/2 

KISW LOUD 8t LOCAL PRESENTS 

WINDOWPANE 

TEN MILES WIDE 
REST/REPOSE, DEVILS HUNT 

ME DOWN, YEAR OF THE COBRA, 
MOTHER CRONE 

7PM $ 1 5/$ 1 8 


Mon 12/5 

KEXP PRESENTS 

JUSTIN TOWNES EARL 

JASON DODSON 

8PM $20/$25 


Thu 12/8 Sc Fri 12/9 

KBCS PRESENTS TWO NIGHTS W/ 

CAVE SINGERS 

OLE TINDER & ACAPULCO LIPS 

9PM $20 

Sun 12/4 

THE GREATEST ROCK BAND EVER 

KYLE GASS BAND 

CHROME LAKES 

8PM $12/$ 15 


'•■rW' 





||Pl f 12/6 DEVIN SINHA, 12/7 WHITEHORSE, 
Ur tt 12/10 STASH VERY LEGAL HOLIDAY PARTY, 
12/15 MARTY O’REILLY, 12/16 & 12/17 
MALDOGGIES FAMILY CHRISTMAS 


[L 

FOLLOW US ON FB, .. 

& IN5TAGRAM * * 


5213 Ballard Ave. NW ★ 789-3599 


www.tracto r tavern.com _ _ 




Isan Thai 
Restaurant & 
Bar in the Heart 


of Capitol Hill 



1400 10th Ave. Seattle 
206.556.5781 

www.SoiCapitolHill.com 

OPEN FOR LUNCH, 
DINNER & DRINKS 

Sun-Thu 11AM to 12AM 
Fri & Sat 11AM to 2AM 

BRUNCH 

Sat & Sun, 11-3 

HAPPY HOUR 

3PM to 6PM Everyday 


LATE NIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR! 

Sun-Thu 10PM to Close 
Fri & Sat 1 1PM to Close 




daily HAimr mm 

SPECIALS! 



CANSOFQIT 
Ji HARMS 

12-4 


mm 'THU HOT Wd ■ imHHMU FMIT KH 

2222 2ND AVENUE - SEATTLE 

206 - 441-5449 

BETWEEN BELL AND BLANCHARD 

EHraiK mmuOTHttirararivan 


THIN TO DO MUSIC 


The Best of the Rest of the Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com $0 @SEAshows 
★ = Recommended ©= All Ages 


WED 1 1/30 


BARBOZA Quiet, Blicky, 

Jean Chalant, 8 pm, $8 
CENTRAL SALOON Artists 
Against the DAPL: MRSA, 
Breag Noafa, Nevrs, Born 
Without Blood, 6 pm-mid- 
night, suggested donation 
★ CROCODILE X With 
Skating Polly, Visqueen, 
Small Wigs, Tripwires: 40th 
Anniversary Show Series, 
Through Nov 30, 8 pm, 
$29.50 

HIGH DIVE Gumshen, 

Pacific Echoes, Cozy 
Slippers, 8 pm, $6/$8 
HIGHWAY 99 The Tonic, 

8 pm, $7 

NECTAR Cascade 
Crescendo, Oly Mountain 
Boys, Sourwood Stringband, 
8 pm, $7/$ 1 0 

SLIM’S LAST CHANCE The 

Billy Joe Show, 8 pm, free 
SUNSET TAVERN The 
Japanese House with 
The Big Moon, 9 pm, 

$12 

TRACTOR TAVERN The 

California Honeydrops with 
Steep Ravine, 8 pm, $18 
© TRIPLE DOOR Liz 
Longley with Brian Dunne: 
Weightless Tour, 7:30 pm, 

$ 1 6/$ 1 8 

p rx+4 

JAZZ ALLEY Roberta 
Gambarini, Through Nov 
30, 7:30 pm, $31.50 
© THE ROYAL ROOM 
Jazz Night School Fall 
Performances, 8 pm, free 
TULA’S Frank Catalano 
Quartet with Delvon 
Lamarr, D'Vonne Lewis, & 
Andy Coe, 7:30 pm, $25 

EH 

Q NIGHTCLUB FWD: 
Gladiator, 9 pm-2 am, $15 


THURS 12/1 


THE BOURBON BAR The 

Portsiders, 6 pm, free 

CAPITOL CIDER Holy 
Pistola, 8:30-1 1 pm, free 
© CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Rahikka, 8 pm, 

$5-$1 5 

★ © CHOP SUEY CRX, 

Dead Heavens, Streets of 
Laredo, 8 pm, $15/$ 18 
COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Griffin House with Alex2e, 

7 pm, $22 

© CROCODILE The 

Slackers, The Sentiments, 
The Georgetown Orbits, 

8 pm, $15 

© EL CORAZON Lord of 
War with Reevolution, 

7 pm, $8/$ 1 0 

NECTAR The Funk Hunters 
with Chali 2na, The Staxx 
Brothers, Willdabeast, DJ 
Indica Jones, 8 pm, $ 1 5/$ 1 8 
© NEPTUNE THEATRE 
Brothers Osborne with 
Lucie Silva: The Dirt Rich 
Tour, 8 pm, $20/$23.50 
NEUMOS Moon Dial, 
Myrrum, Bigfoot Wallace 
and His Wicked Sons, 

8 pm, $10 

© SHOWBOX SODO 

Sleeping with Sirens, 

State Champs, Tonight 
Alive, Waterparks, 9 pm, 
$24.50/$28 

©THE SHOWBOX Louis The 
Child with Bearson, 8:30 
pm, $18/$20 

SUBSTATION Something 
United, The Finger Guns, 


Sixtwoseven, 8 pm, $6 
SUNSET TAVERN The Cold 
Hard Cash Show, 9 pm, $15 
TRACTOR TAVERN The 
California Honeydrops with 
Steep Ravine, 8 pm, $18 
© TRIPLE DOOR The 
Handsome Family with 
Drunken Prayer, 8 pm, 

$18/$ 20 

★ BARCA Jazz at Barca: 

Phil Sparks Trio, Adam 
Kessler, and Guests, 9 pm, 
free 

PINK DOOR Bric-a-Brac, 8 
pm, free 

© THE ROYAL ROOM 

Jazz Night School Fall 
Performances, 7 pm, free 
VERMILLION First 
Thursdays at Vermillion: 
patchtax, Some'tet, SATrio+, 
8 pm, free 

EH 

BLACK & TAN HALL Got 

Green Winter Fundraiser, 
6-8:30 pm, $40 
HIGH DIVE Marmalade 
Homecoming Party, 8 
pm, $6 

KREMWERK Champagne 
Drip: La / Quality Goods 
Records, Mad Decent, 9 
pm, $10 

RE-BAR Yo Gabber Gabber 
2, 10 pm-2 am, $7 
TIMBRE ROOM Hype 
Thursdays, 9 pm-1 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL The 

Dream of Gerontius, 7:30 
pm, $22-$122 
© SEATTLE ART MUSEUM 
Ladies Musical Club, 12-1 
pm, free 


FRI 12/2 


BARBOZA SIMS, Air Credits, 
Sapient: More Than Ever 
Tour, 7 pm, $13 
BLUE MOON TAVERN 
Difficult Children, Your 
Band, Guests, 9 pm, $5 
CROCODILE The Shelters, 
The Hunna, The Wrecks: 
Advance Placement Tour, 

8 pm, $14 

HIGH DIVE Krampus Mass 
with Legion Within and 
Guests, 8 pm, $8/$ 1 2 
HIGHWAY 99 Studebaker 
John & The Hawks with 
John Maxwell, 8 pm, $16 
KREMWERK Complex, 8 
pm, free before 10 pm 
NECTAR Hot Buttered 
Rum with Spare Rib & The 
Bluegrass Sauce, 8 pm, 

$14/$ 18 

NEUMOS An Evening 
with Chris Robinson 
Brotherhood, 8 pm, $20 

★ PACIFIC FISHERMEN 
SHIPYARD C.C. Filson 
Ballard Launch: Earth, 

So Pitted, and WEEED, 

7-9 pm, free 

THE ROYAL ROOM Urban 
Ghost, Black Clouds, Pig 
War, 9:30 pm-1 am, free 
© SHOWBOX SODO The 
Pretty Reckless, Holy White 
Hounds, Them Evils, 8 pm, 
$25/$28 

★ © THE SHOWBOX 

Aurora with Foreign Air, 9 
pm, $20/$25 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 
Nathan Kalish, Sunday 
Saints, Willie & The Whips, 

9 pm, $5 

SUBSTATION Amelia, 
Voycheck, Young Go Hards, 
6-9 pm, $6 

★ SUNSET TAVERN 


Benjamin Francis Leftwich 
with Lydia Ramsey, 9 pm, 
$16 

TRACTOR TAVERN 

Windowpane, Ten Miles 
Wide, Mother Crone, Year 
Of the Cobra, Devils Hunt 
Me Down, Woodshed, 

9 pm, $15 

© TRIPLE DOOR Acoustic 
Christmas with Over the 
Rhine, Dec 2-3, 8 pm, 
$40-$55 

VICTORY LOUNGE Slow 
Code, Gazelles, Childspeak, 
Meridian Arc, 9 pm, $5/$8 

9 1X+A 

© EGAN’S JAM HOUSE 

Hopscotch Holiday Show, 
7-8:30 pm, $10 
★ JAZZ ALLEY Roy 
Hargrove Quintet, Through 
Dec 4, $32.50 
LATONA PUB Phil Sparks 
Trio, 5 pm, free 
© THE ROYAL ROOM 
Jazz Night School Fall 
Performances, 6 pm, free 
© SULLIVAN’S 
STEAKHOUSE The Collin 
Provence Trio, 6:30- 
10:30 pm, free 

ED 

CHOP SUEY Candi Pop: 

A Bubblegum Pop Dance 
Party, 9 pm-2 am, Free 
before 10 pm/$10 after 
MERCURY Gasp: JQ, 9 
pm, $5 

Q NIGHTCLUB Heavy: 
Ainslee, Swervewon, Doozy, 
Van Kay, Jason Woo, 10 
pm-2 am, $10 
R PLACE Transcendence: 
with DJ E, 9:30 pm 
RE-BAR EPIC with Kadeejah 
Streets: Presented By Hunt 
& Gather, 10 pm-2 am, $15 
TIMBRE ROOM Foolish 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $5 
before 10pm/$10 after 
10pm 


CLASSICAL 


© BRECHEMIN 
AUDITORIUM Scholarship 
Chamber Group: Corda 
Quartet, 7:30 pm, free 


SAT 12/3 


THE ANGRY BEAVER The 

Seattle Houserockers, free 
© BALLARD HOMESTEAD 
The Steel Wheels with 
Honey Mustard, 7:30 pm, 

$ 1 4/$ 1 8 

BARBOZA Trails and Ways 
with Guests, 7 pm, $10/$ 12 
© BELLINI Leif Totusek 
— Solo Jazz Guitar, 6-9 
pm, free 

© BENAROYA HALL Rob 

Kapilow: The Polar Express, 
11 am, $15 

BLUE MOON TAVERN Ghost 
Pains, Sweet Jesus, Dumb 
Thumb, 9 pm, $5 
THE BOURBON BAR Figure 
8, 11:30 pm, free 
EGAN’S JAM HOUSE 
Christmas In The BIG EASY!, 
9 pm, $ 1 2/$ 1 6 

★ THE FUNHOUSE 
DoNormaal, Imprints, 
Punchacop, Nauticult, 

9 pm, $5/$7 

HIGH DIVE Buzz Brump, 
Jonny Sonic, Filthy 
Femcorps, 8 pm, 

$ 8 /$ 1 2 

HIGHLINE Flamingosis, Late 
Night Radio, Jamie Blake, 
Justin Hartinger, 9 pm, $13 
HIGHWAY 99 Karen Lovely 
Band, 8 pm, $18 

★ LO-FI Popnoise Festival 
NW, 8 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 2 


MOORE THEATRE Tommy 
Emmanuel with Guests, 7:30 
pm, $32.50-$52.50 
NECTAR Kung Fu with 
Particle, 8 pm, $18/$22 
OFFICE SPACE Marbled 
Eye, Mall Walk, Nail Polish, 
Male/Female, 8:30- 
11:30 pm, $5-$10 
© PANTAGES THEATER Hey 
Marseilles, 7:30 pm, $19-$39 
THE PIRANHA SHOP Band 
Crush, 9 pm, $10 
RENDEZVOUS Tobias the 
Owl with Kimo Muraki, 
Sarah St. Albin, and Friends, 
9:45 pm, $8 

THE ROYAL room Gypsy 
Soul, 7 pm, $22 
SLIM’S LAST CHANCE 

Knights of Trash, 

Radioshark, Brian Yeager, 

9 pm, $5 

★ © ST. MARK’S 
CATHEDRAL Cathedrals 
XVI: Damien Jurado, Paris 
Alexa, Kirsten Wenlock, 

8 pm, $1 5-$20 

STUDIO SEVEN Pretty Boy 
Floyd, Rev 3, Antarez, 
Guests, 8 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 5 

SUBSTATION Noise for Toys 
2: Toys for Tots Benefit: 
Upwell, Disenchanter, Klaw, 

9 pm, $5 

SUNSET TAVERN Patterson 
Hood with Guests, 9 pm, 

$22 

TIMBRE ROOM Audioasis 
on KEXP Presents: KA, 

Bloom Offering, Adhere to 
Form, 7-10 pm, $7 
TRACTOR TAVERN 
Zepparella with Guests, 

11 pm, $17 

© TRIPLE DOOR Acoustic 
Christmas with Over the 
Rhine, Through Dec 3, 8 
pm, $40-$55 

URBAN FAMILY BREWING 

CO. Holy Matrimony 
Release, 1 pm 
VENUS KARAOKE 
Sagittarius: Sun: Flamingosis 
Afterparty, 9 pm-3 am, 
$5/$10/$25 

©VERA PROJECT Marc 
E. Bassy with Guests: The 
Groovy People Tour, 8 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 5 

VICTORY LOUNGE 

Marriage & Cancer, 
Miscomings, Xurs, Hints, 

8:30 pm, $5/$8 
VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE The Tarantellas, 

6-9 pm, free 

I l\kA 

★ JAZZ ALLEY Roy 

Hargrove Quintet, Through 
Dec 4, $32.50 

OSTERIA LA SPIGA Jazz at 
La Spiga: Guests, 8-10:30 
pm, free 

© PACIFIC PLACE 

Hopscotch Holiday Show, 

5-7 pm, free 

EH 

★ KREMWERK Arthaus 3.0: 
The Botanical Ball - Semi- 
Finals#!, 7 pm, $5/$7 
MERCURY Superblack 
Industrial Club: 
Krampusnacht!, 9 pm, $5 
NEUMOS Shameless: All 
Your Guilty Pleasures & 
One-Hit Wonders, 9 pm, 

$5 

Q NIGHTCLUB AC Slater 
with Guests, 10 pm-2 am, 
$15 

RE-BAR Night Crush, 10:30 
pm-3 am, $0-$20 until 
1 1pm, $7 after 1 1pm 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL The 

Dream of Gerontius, 8 pm, 
$ 22-$122 
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THINGS TO DO 

All the Shows Happening This Week 


© GREEN LAKE 
METHODIST CHURCH 

Mandolin Messiah, 7 pm, 

$1 5/$20 

© MAPLE LEAF LUTHERAN 
CHURCH A Very Choral 
Christmas with Northwest 
Chorale, 7:30 pm, free 
© PONCHO CONCERT 
HALL Cornish Presents: 
Gamelan Pacifica, 

8-10 pm, free 
© TOWN HALL Columbia 
Choirs, 1:30 pm 
© WASHINGTON CENTER 
FOR THE PERFORMING 
ARTS Masterworks Choral 
Ensemble: Jingle — A 
Christmas Celebration, 

7:30 pm, $10-$22 


SUN 12/4 


BARBOZA ATTLAS with 
Guests, 8 pm, $10 
©BIG BLDG Female 
Fiends, Falling Over, The Co 
Founder, and The Ousters, 
8-10 pm, $8-$ 1 0 suggested 
donation 

BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Jesse James & The MOB, 

9 pm, $5 

© CROCODILE The Pizza 
Pulpit: Happy Times Sad 
Times, Dusty, Last Picks, 

6:30 pm, free 

HIGH DIVE Eric Vitoff, The 
Hasslers, Lindstrom & The 
Limit, 8 pm, $6/$8 
KREMWERK Twirl Gawk, 

7 pm, $10/$15 
NECTAR Object Heavy 
with DL03 (Delvon Lamar 
Organ Trio), 8 pm, $7/$10 
SEAMONSTER Civil 
Discourse: Alex Mortland, 

10 pm, free; Open Mic 
Night, 8 pm 

SUBSTATION Alina Ashley 
Nicole, Yesler, Canals of 
Venice, 7 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN Edna 
Vazquez Band, Alejandro y 
Maria Laura, 8 pm, $12 
TRACTOR TAVERN Kyle 
Gass Band with Chrome 
Lakes, 8 pm, $12 
© TRIPLE DOOR The 
Del McCoury Band, 8 pm, 
$35-$45 

©VERA PROJECT Dee-1 
and Guests, 7 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 5 

VITO’S RESTAURANT & 
LOUNGE Bob Hammer, 

6 pm Thru Dec 18, free 

1 

★ JAZZ ALLEY Roy 

Hargrove Quintet, Through 
Dec 4, 7:30 pm, $32.50 

★ VITO’S RESTAURANT 
& LOUNGE The Ron 
Weinstein Trio, 9:30 pm, 
free 

ES 

TIMBRE ROOM Foodman 
+ DJ Fulltono, 8 pm, 

$10/$ 12 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYAHALL Silver 
& Soul, 8 pm, $32-$84 
© BRECHEMIN 
AUDITORIUM 

Intersections: Music, 
Words, and Pictures, 

4 pm, free 

NORTHWEST CELLARS 

Early Music Underground: 
In Mary's Arms, 3 pm, 

$25 

PANTAGES THEATER 

Sounds of the Season, 

2:30 pm, $19-$80 


★ © ST. MARK’S 
CATHEDRAL Compline 
Choir, 9:30 pm, free 


MON 12/5 


©BENAROYAHALL In 

Sweet Rejoicing Plus 
Christmas Celebration, 

7:30 pm 

© BENAROYA HALL 
RECITAL HALL Chris 
Mitchell Presents Let It 
Snow, 8 pm, $30-$45 
THE ROYAL ROOM A Cup 
of Joe Brazil CD Release by 
the Steve Griggs Ensemble, 
7:30 pm, $10/$ 12 
© STUDIO SEVEN 
Face Your Maker, 

Kriminals, Hollow Earth, 
Dismembering Mary, 

Guests, 7 pm, $10/$ 12 
SUNSET TAVERN Branches, 
Handsome and Gretyl, 
Yaroslav Levkiv, 8 pm, $8 

P 1X+A 

★ JAZZ ALLEY Petra 
Haden and Jesse Harris, 

7:30 pm, $27.50 
THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Salute Sessions, 10 pm, free 
©TRIPLE DOOR Brian 
Nova Jazz Jam, 8 pm, 
free 


TUE 12/6 


BARBOZA RKCB + Michael 
Blume with Lauv: The 
Odyssey Tour, 7 pm, $13 
© BRECHEMIN 
AUDITORIUM 
Ethnomusicology Visiting 
Artist: Marisol Berrios- 
Miranda and Students, 

7:30 pm, free 
© THE FUNHOUSE Smoke 
Signals, We Gave It Hell, 
Closer to Clouds, 7 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

HIGH DIVE Timberfoot, 

The Hilltalks, Guests, 

8 pm, $6/$8 

KEYARENA Deck the Hall 
Ball, $40-$220 
THE ROYAL ROOM ★ The 
Suffering Fuckheads, 10 
pm, free; Mike Dillon & 

Earl Harvin, 9 pm, $10 
© SHOWBOX SODO Jim 
James with Twin Limb, 8 
pm, $31 

© THE SHOWBOX Chase 
Rice, 8 pm, $10 
SUNSET TAVERN Pleasures, 
Roy Rodgers, Bad 
Motivators, 8 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN U p 
Close: A Folk Rock Mini 
Festival: Devin Sinha, 
Heather Thomas, Brenda 
Xu, Deep Talks, Arthur 
James, Jordan Campbell, 

7 pm, $8 

VERMILLION The Blue 
Hour, Sacred Signs, A Heart 
in the Stillness, Weaver's 
Triangle, 8-1 1 pm, $5 

I 

JAZZ ALLEY Charlie Hunter 
Quartet, Dec 6-7, 7:30 pm, 
$29.50 

OWL N’ THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


© BENAROYA HALL 

Holiday Musical Salute, 10 
am, $1 25-$5000 
© TOWN HALL Marc 
Bamuthi-Joseph and DBR: 
Blackbird Fly, 7:30 pm, 
$ 10-$20 
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THURS 12/1 - SAT, 12/3 

PAT BURTSCHER 




with 

■Mi 

Pat Burtscher was a finalist in 


Nevi 


the just completed 37th Annual 
Seattle International Comedy 
Competition. His unique capacity 
for reducing the universal to the 
personal (as well as his ability to 
spend an entire show reducing a 
heckler to dust) has earned him 
critical acclaim and recognition 
as one of the most exciting stand 
ups working on the international comedy circuit today. 
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THE STRANGER 


EXISTENTIAL CRISIS These august publications survived the author’s tragic purge. 


Recycling My 
Back Pages 

A Music Collector and Writer Reflects on 
Throwing Away His Magazine Archive 

BY DAVE SEGAL 


A s if life in the post-election United 
States weren’t depressing enough, 
I recently had to toss hundreds of 
music magazines into a recycling bin. 

I was forced to dispose of these precious 
belongings in preparation for a move from a 
one-bedroom Capitol Hill pad to a two-bed- 
room Beacon Hill apartment that I’m sharing 
with my girlfriend. (Yes, I’m another statistic/ 
cliche in the great southern migration due to 
egregious Seattle rent increases.) Though I’ll 
be saving significantly on rent, the situation 
forced me to consider how much of my iden- 
tity, indeed my very soul, is contained in the 
possessions I have amassed. 

I’m well aware that in the grand scheme of 
things, this won’t register to much of the world 
as a huge ordeal, and that’s 
fair. But for a fiftysomething 
print-media junkie/analog- 
forever motherfucker like 
me, it represents an exis- 
tential crisis. 

You may be wondering: 

How fucking great could 
these magazines be to cause 
such an extreme reaction? 

Good question. 

I’ve been hauling around some of these 
mags for more than three decades — from 
Detroit to Cleveland to Seattle to Costa Mesa 
and back. The publications include Forced 
Exposure , Conflict, MOJO, Creem, the Wire, 
XLR8R, Alternative Press, and Jazz Times. 
The last five are zines for which I’ve writ- 
ten. In the case of AP, much of that work 
was done in the 1990s, before everything was 
published online. Trashing them meant they’d 


essentially vanish forever. All that work 
gone — pulverized and transformed into some 
ecologically sound item or other. 

I hope that epic review of Tricky’s Pre- 
Millennium Tension I wrote for AP ends up 
giving somebody some sort of pleasure in its 
new form. 

With my move-out date approaching, I had 
to decide. Sure, I wanted to lighten my load, 
but I also felt the tug of nostalgia, and of some- 
thing a little harder to define. Was this pride? 

Like all writers, I flatter myself that the 
stuff I’ve covered might be of use, or at least 
of interest, to future generations of music 
nerds and historians. The world will always 
need to be aware of Hovercraft, Techno- 
Animal, and Wolfgang Dauner, and I hope my 
rave reviews of their music 
somehow survive and turn 
heads on to them for de- 
cades to come. (How those 
future generations would 
read this material when it 
was stashed away in my 
various apartments is an- 
other question altogether.) 

But maybe it’s liberat- 
ing to rid yourself of your 
past every once in a while. Perhaps consign- 
ing your archives to the inferno is as healthy 
for your psyche as it is for the environment. 
Maybe having your collected works at your 
fingertips is overrated — particularly when 
physical space is at such a premium in our 
current Amazon/Google/Facebook’d-to-the- 
gills Seattle. 

They may not seem like a luxury to anyone 
but a devout music head, but towering stacks 


of moldering magazines are a luxury most 
cannot afford. 

On the other calloused hand, these publi- 
cations — the Wire, MOJO, Forced Exposure, 
etc. — are phenomenal sources of information 
that I always thought would come in handy 
someday for some grand project I would un- 
dertake. Because, you know, you can never 
totally trust the internet or the Cloud to con- 
tain every morsel of knowledge I might need. 

This meant I had to lug a literal tonnage 
of glossy and grainy print from city to city till 
the day I die. (I’ve paid dearly for this neuro- 
sis.) I’ve always envisioned my death coming 
at age 112 amid stacks of books, magazines, 
and records, engrossed in the greatest words 
and sounds humanity had ever mustered. I’m 
romantic that way. 

The harsh reality is, I can’t comfortably 
fit all my beloved mags in our new space be- 
cause (plot twist!) I have way too many LPs, 
CDs, and tapes. 

This isn’t a story of “dude with mu- 
sic collection meets woman with common 
sense.” My saintly girlfriend is studying for 
a master’s degree in library and informa- 
tion science. She understands the profound 
importance of info preservation better than 
most. But even she is less than besotted with 
the idea of sharing living quarters with hun- 
dreds of old XLR8Rs. 

I know I could have donated choice titles 
to the University of Washington’s music de- 
partment or patiently put every blessed copy 
on eBay (I’d need a team of interns to do it 
properly, and besides, not even my music- 
geekiest friends want back issues of Creem 
from 1987 — not even the one with my Shriek- 
back feature). But in the end, this would just 
prolong the torment. So into the recycling 
bin they went. 

After the lid slammed shut, I felt a mixture 
of self-pity and remorse, but also something 
close to freedom — or maybe more accurately, 
the relief that comes with getting a tumor 
excised. As satisfying as it is to preserve 
one’s past, most people — including one’s sig- 
nificant other — don’t give a damn about your 
acute analyses of records made by hopelessly 
obscure artists. 

Now I’m set free to find a new illusion. ■ 


“You may wonder: 

How fucking 
great could these 
magazines be? 
Good question.” 


Bands I 
Pretended to 
Like for Boys. 
Part One: Wilco 

BY KATHLEEN TARRANT 


Wrfc-i ■ ■ |4 v¥h diii 


W hen the first boy musician ever to 
look my way told me he liked Wilco, 
my automatic 19-year-old response was, “Oh, 
yeah. Me, too.” 

I had never heard of Wilco. 

He enthusiastically asked if I loved A 
Ghost Is Born, and I was like, “HELL YEAH 
I DO, THAT SHIT IS MY JAM,” and my 
Catholic guilt rushed into his fancy (framed 
posters) downtown (Helena, Montana) apart- 
ment and filled 
up my lungs 
with a millen- 
nium of unsaid 
Hail Marys. 

So I went 
out and bought 
A Ghost Is 
Born so I could 
engage in mean- 
ingful discussions about Jeff Tweedy’s neck 
beard and hopefully get to first base. The boy 
knew I liked Pavement and assumed that, 
by default, I knew every band with a scruffy 
white frontman. 

I listened to A Ghost Is Born 5,000 times 
and went to a Wilco show in Missoula with 
his friends during the Sky Blue Sky tour and 
faked my way through knowing that whole 
set, my heart racing as I stared at Tweedy’s 
denim jacket, trying to guess what syllable I 
could logically mouth next. 

No, it didn’t occur to me that I could fig- 
ure out if I liked something on my own. That 
would come much, much later. 

I went to confession later that weekend. 
The priest was like, “Wait, you pretended to 
like what?” And I stammered, “A seminal al- 
ternative band called Wilco.” And the priest 
actually said, “Oh yeah, I loved Yankee Hotel 
Foxtrot,” and then gave me 10 Our Fathers. 
I crawled back to my dorm room in abject 
shame. I left the Catholic Church soon after. 


What I Think Now: The very next autumn, 
my friend, his sister, told me that every early 
morning that she had to open our local Star- 
bucks, she sat in her car listening to “She’s a 
Jar” from Summerteeth. 

I hadn’t listened to Summerteeth. I 
bought it immediately and fell for real in love 
with Wilco. It was big and immediate and 
lush, like Robbie Robertson was quietly guid- 
ing those live sessions. I sat in my car, alone, 
and listened over and over. Soon afterward, 
way after that boy told me he was not super 
into me no matter how many bands I liked, 
I discovered that Yankee Hotel Foxtrot is 
magnificent. 

When I was 23, I started dating an 
actual studio engineer who told me that Sum- 
merteeth sucked because of the production, 
and I looked him right in his eyes and told 
him to shove it, which was the first real time I 
defended the art that I love. 


Was It Worth It: You bet. I found a band I 
loved, figured out that priests sometimes lis- 
ten to Wilco, got to first base, and found the 
confidence to tell a man that his opinion on mu- 
sic didn’t change my own. Jeff Tweedy and his 
cactus neck made me the woman I am today. 
Also, I still can’t get into A Ghost Is Born. ■ 


At least that’s what you said 
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RED APPLE EMPLOYEES BY JILL FRIEDBERG / SHELF LIFE BY INYE WOKOMA 


SHELF LIFE And other scenes from a vanishing Seattle. 


Art in the Time 
of Wrecking Balls 

Seattle Artists Document Cultures That Gentrification Is Erasing 

BY JEN GRAVES 


here’s a room in Seattle’s Central 
District that’s between lives. 

It used to be a strip-mall Sub- 
way. But until next June, when a private de- 
veloper will tear it down, it’s a makeshift au- 
dio/visual studio where anybody with a story 
to tell about the neighborhood can come in 
and record it, have a portrait made, and see 
a local artist sketching a planned mural. The 
project is called Shelf Life, by Seattle film- 
maker Jill Freidberg, and every Sunday, 
Chieko Phillips and Leilani Lewis hang out 
there to welcome people and help record in- 
terviews (shelflifestories.com). 

“Maybe the humanness is the impact, even 
for the people who aren’t participating,” Phil- 
lips said. “Just know something good is hap- 
pening. Because to do nothing almost seems 
like giving up or giving in.” 

Shelf Life is named to evoke the Red Ap- 
ple grocery store, one place in this formerly 
Black-majority area that hasn’t fancified even 
as the houses around it have become more ex- 
pensive and the population whiter. 

In late September, the Commercial Af- 
fordability Advisory Committee that Mayor 
Ed Murray formed in 2015 made a recom- 
mendation. Seattle should begin a Legacy 
Business Preservation program to identify 
and support small businesses that are cultur- 
ally significant to the city’s heritage. The Red 


Apple, which will soon be redeveloped, would 
have been a perfect candidate, Freidberg be- 
lieves. Maybe the stories that emerge in Shelf 
Life can be an example as the legacy program 
develops. Maybe the imminent death of the 
Red Apple can help other places survive. 

To do this work, artists often have to step 
into partnerships with the agents of the very 
changes they wish weren’t happening. 

“Frankly, it’s been 
tricky,” artist DK Pan 
told me. “This whole 
thing has been tricky.” 

Pan is part of a differ- 
ent art project in Seattle 
that exists only because 
one old neighborhood is 
being destroyed to make 
a new one. 

This time, the con- 
tested ground is Yesler Terrace, the first ra- 
cially integrated public housing in the United 
States and in recent decades also a safe land- 
ing place for immigrants from East Africa, 
Cambodia, and Vietnam. 

Like the mostly abandoned mall of the 
Red Apple, Yesler Terrace is not what it used 
to be, and not yet what it will become. 

It is a construction zone crawling with 
cranes and CATs turning the multiracial pub- 
lic housing zone into a public-private, mixed- 


income environment. There’s a mobile home 
on the site marked “YAMS.” That stands for 
Yesler Arts Mobile Studio. Inside, there’s a 
bathroom, a little kitchen, places to sleep. 

“I don’t think that what’s happening is ac- 
tively sinister, but it’s the grand sinisterism 
of real-estate speculation and capital,” Pan 
said. The sponsor of YAMS is Seattle Hous- 
ing Authority (SHA), the nonprofit developer 
that owns and manages 
Yesler Terrace. SHA sold 
pieces of land to for-prof- 
it developers and is using 
the money to build more 
low-income housing. The 
culture the residents 
built is disappearing, and 
the one to come is a ques- 
tion mark. 

Pan said he’s simply 
unsure whether SHA’s redevelopment of the 
site is the sawiest possible choice given the 
economic and political climate, or one com- 
promise too far. 

“There’s a deliberate effort to get this mix 
to happen in a healthy way,” said Mark Hin- 
shaw, the SHA program developer who came 
up with the idea of bringing in artists. So far, 
the SHA, on a $678,000, three-year grant 
Hinshaw wrote — out of the blue — from the 
Kresge Foundation, has commissioned four 


artists, Pan, Charles Parriott, George Lee, 
and Pat Graney. 

“You don’t just build the physical stuff 
and expect it to work — the mix of incomes, 
the mix of races,” said Hinshaw. “That’s why 
Pruitt-Igoe [a housing project in Saint Louis] 
and places like that didn’t work. There wasn’t 
much effort put into the social side of it.” 

Hinshaw and the experienced arts adminis- 
trator he hired, Jen Song, formerly associate 
director of education at the New Museum of 
Contemporary Art in New York — chose the art- 
ists well. Sculptor Parrish is an elder of Yesler 
Terrace. Lee is a Seattle up-and-comer. Pat 
Graney choreographs high art and is praised for 
it nationwide, but for 20 years she’s also run the 
Prison Project, teaching dance to incarcerated 
women and girls across the state of Washington. 
Pan is an organizer capable of creating art any- 
where — in the streets, in abandoned properties, 
at tsunami stations along the West Coast. 

Yesler Terrace, so named for the old neigh- 
borhood’s individual yards for every home, is 
now being rebranded as just “Yesler.” Pan sees 
part of his work as combating total erasure. 

Every day he finds a place to record a two- 
minute video that he edits down to 10 seconds 
each night. He will string the footage togeth- 
er at the end of one year. That will form an ap- 
proximately hour-long impressionist portrait 
of the process of change. 

On the day I visit, it’s excessively windy 
and the camera is precarious on its tripod. Pan 
selected a location where he could capture the 
passing train and cars at the corner of Yesler 
and Broadway, against the still backdrop of a 
billboard on the construction fencing. It fea- 
tured a slender, sophisticated woman of light 
brown skin, laughing, her multiracial identity 
deployed as a marketing tool. The apartments 
are called Batik, a word referring to the color- 
ful dyed fabrics from Indonesia. Batik’s slo- 
gan is “Home in Harmony.” 

On this day, Pan has a meeting with the 
Yesler Community Center’s director. Pan’s 
asking to set up a free formal portrait booth 
during the center’s nontraditional Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner. He and the director tour around 
looking for a good spot, passing and greeting 
the older folks and women with children in 
the sitting areas. 

Pan’s footage will probably play at the cen- 
ter, but he hopes new residents will see it, too. 
That will require the buy-in of the private de- 
velopers — and will only be meaningful if the 
footage can be more than vicarious history. 

The walls of the community center are 
lined with photographs from a youth docu- 
mentary program also supported by SHA. 
The photographs by teenage residents point- 
edly protest or grieve the destruction of the 
old neighborhood. To her photograph of a pile 
of trash, one young woman added the caption 
“This is what they think of us.” Pan says an- 
other Seattle artist he knows had to stop doc- 
umenting Yesler because it felt too hopeless. 
(Canh Nguyen was that artist; he grew up in 
Yesler Terrace and confirmed this with me.) 

As an immigrant but someone who never 
lived at Yesler Terrace, Pan is an outsider/in- 
sider. To him, the buildings may have needed 
renovation but the environment didn’t. That’s 
the same conclusion of other, thoughtful recent 
works of art and film, notably the terrific 2015 
feature film Hagereseb, directed by Stranger 
Genius Award winner Zia Mohajerjasbi, and 
featuring local actors, many Yesler Terrace 
residents. (You can watch it free online.) 

“They were happy,” Pan said. “Does my 
role as a citizen trump my role in this con- 
tract? I hope.” 

Artists will not be able to reverse gentrifica- 
tion, loss, and displacement — or the promised 
deportation of millions of immigrants. But 
when a new normal is bearing down on a place, 
art can become a call to stay and look as long as 
we possibly can, so that nobody, later, can get 
away with telling us nothing was ever there. ■ 



To her photograph 
of a pile of trash, one 
young woman added 
the caption “This is 
what they think of us.” 
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1 Asian Art Museum 

1400 E. Prospect St. 206-654-3100 

seattleartmuseum.org 

TERRATOPIA: THE CHINESE LANDSCAPE IN PAINT- 
ING AND FILM juxtaposes classical Chinese works 
with a modem classic by filmmaker Yang Fudong to 
demonstrate landscape as an enduring subject of 
artistic, philosophical, and environmental reflection 
from the 3rd to the 21st century. Free admission 
during art walk. 

2 Shafer Baillie Mansion Bed and Breakfast 
907 14th Ave E 206-322-4654 

sbmansion.com 

New to Art Walk! Featuring local artists Jeremias 
Lentini, Jean Fowley Mari Shibuya, Brenda Mallonee, 
Jess Level, Michelle Amherst, Sarah Moon, Claudia 
Trott & more. Paintings, sculpture, pottery, cards and 
gifts. DJ Michael Stevens! 

3 Joe Bar 

810 E. Roy St. 206-324-0407 

joebar.org 

Almost Home: New work by Kelly Bjork. Kelly is an 
artist whose work focuses on portraiture and intimacy 
between friends and belongings. 

4 Kismet Salon and Spa 

512 Broadway E. 206-860-0323 

salonkismet.com 

Featuring photography by Kenneth Pedersen. Kenneth 
enjoys the realms of infrared, night, and time-lapse ar- 
eas of photography, creating images that are inspiring, 
compelling, and at times laced with meaning. 

5 Revival Shop 

233 Broadway E. 206-395-6414 
RevivalShopSeattle.com 

Story telling: Prose and short fiction. Kate Berwanger 
releases their newest self-published zine, TOAST. 
Joined by guest readers Christian Downes, Steve 
Sibra and Sonya Vatomsky. 7-9pm. 

6 Americana 

219 Broadway E. 206-328-4604 

americanaseattle.com 

Russell C. Smith / Collage and Mixed Media. Combin- 
ing humor with the human motivations that live within 
us all, Smith’s collage and mixed media art is made 
to linger in the viewer’s mind. For a time, we can step 
into an alternate version of the world and find our 
place inside it. 

7 Honor Coffee and Tea 
131 Broadway E 
honorcoffee.com 

Featuring new works from Encaustic artist Colette 
Dutton. Stop by and enjoy 30% off your coffee, tea, or 
hot chocolate while you peruse the local art scene! 

8 Dendroica Gallery 

21718 East Olive Way, Suite A 
dendroicagallery.com 

“Ornithology” Curated by published ornithologist 
Martha Dunham, including local & national artists April 
Aldridge, Alex Bennett, Debbie Bianchi, Julia Carpen- 
ter, Lally Chiu, Cathy Fields, Diana Leidel, Rebecca 
Luncan, IL, Scott Mayberry, Linda McClamrock, Jeff 
Mihalyo, Nancy Mladenoff, Chris Monson, Cathian 
Summa-Wolfe and Lori Vonderhorst. Open 5-9 PM. 

9 Subversionz Media 

208 Boylston Ave E 206-920-1394 

subversionz.com 

Hosting a holiday art show featuring work from likka 
Keranen, Russell C. Smith, Goldie Jones, Zuef, and 
more. Everything is priced under $1 25, so if you’re 
looking for some great Christmas presents, stop on 
by! 

10 Glo’s 

1621 E Olive Way 206-324-2577 

Featuring the work of Carl Thomas Edwards. The work 
of Carl Thomas Edwards is inspired by the milieu of 
the Pacific Northwest, as well as environmental and 
industrial edge conditions. The viewer has the ability 
to write their own history into each scene depicted 
allowing for a polymorphous experience. 

1 1 Ghost Gallery 

504 E. Denny Way 206-832-6063 

ghostgalleryshop.com 

It’s the 10th Annual Holiday Mini Art Exhibit! Happy 
10 years to our favorite group show, featuring 100’s 
of small works affordably priced for gift giving & 
collecting. Local & Global artists, plus tons of hand- 
made jewelry & covetable objects for the season. 
Refreshments, music & lots of non-denominational 
cheer! 5- 1 0PM 

12 Chroma Cloud Gallery at Beyond Vape 
1550 E Olive Way 206-859-2757 
beyondvape.com 

Featuring new urban art by local artists. 

13 Broadcast Coffee 

1623 Bellevue Ave. 206-467-4717 

broadcastcoffee.com 

Morbid Anatomy - The Art of Anita Arora, featuring 
mixed media assemblage. 

14 Art Primo 

415 E Pine St 206-365-4083 
artprimoseattle.com 

Featuring new urban art by local artists. 

15 True Love Art Gallery 

1525 Summit Ave. E. 206-227-3572 

trueloveart.com 

TREMENDUM - FASCINANS group exhibition of 
fantastic imaginative art. The mystery of our existence 
is oft dismissed, with humour, and an air of feigned 
omniscience. Roku Sasaki, Dean Fleming, Carrie 
Ann Baade, Otto Rapp, Liba W. Stambollion, Crystal 
Barbre, Miguel Tio, Patricia Ariel, Don Farrell, Mee- 
sha Goldberg, Bette Burgoyne, William Fahey, Jeff 


Mihalyo, Yvette Endrijautzki, Marlene Seven Bremner, 
Viandara. Opening reception 6-10 pm. 

16 Summit Arts at First Covenant 
420 E Pike St. 206-322-741 1 
firstcovenantseattle.org 

Welcome to our TINY ART exhibit — art related to the 
theme of “Paradox” II a ONE NIGHT art walk exhibit 
full of tiny art at affordable prices! Join us from 6 to 9 
p.m., see a room full of TINY and affordable art, and 
enjoy some treats and beverages welcome! 

17 Edie’s Shoes 

500 E. Pike St. 

ediesshoes.com 

New & recent fiber work and drawings by Frankie 
Krupa Vahdani - On view through early Feb. 201 7. 
Curated by Ghost Gallery- work also available at 
ghostgalleryshop. com. 

18 Raygun Lounge/Gamma Ray Games 

501 E. Pine 206-838-9445 
gammaraygamestore.com 

Featuring pop-culture inspired art work by local 
artists. 

19a Creative Blueprint 

1617 Boylston Ave. 206-981-7202 

creativeblueprint.ca 

MASKING: A show of prints, paintings, and pho- 
tographs by Seattle-based artists Connie Fu and 
Benjamin George Filinson. 

19b Office Nomads 

1617 Boylston Ave. 206-323-6500 

officenomads.com 

20 Stumptown Coffee 
616 E Pine St. 
stumptowncoffee.com 

Featuring work by local and regional artists! 

21 Salon Bar-Kon 

1416 Boylston Ave 206-890-6675 

salonbarkon.com 

New to Art Walk! “Intimate” Paintings by Brian Mur- 
phy. On view during December and January, opening 
6-9 pm 

22 Standard Goods 

701 E Pike St. 206-323-0207 

thestandardgoods.com 

New Photography by Juan Franco. Franco was born 
in Bogota growing up among the creative impulses of 
an endlessly talented mother. Franco’s studio practice 
is in creating objects, installations, and performances 
challenging canonized structures. 6-9pm. 

23 Saint John’s Bar and Eatery 
719 E. Pike St. 206-245-1390 
saintjohnsseattle.com 

Featuring Jennifer Zwick’s Nintendo and Fortune 
Cookie series! On view through early January 201 7. 

DJ Pavone spinning tunes for Art Walk After Hours, 
7pm on. 

24 Capitol Cider 

818 E. Pike St. 206-397-3564 
capitolcider.com 

Drink and Draw: Use free drawing supplies to sketch 
live models, 7-8:30p. A live model will be onstage 
along with a Gage drawing instructor. We provide 
materials; watch the artists at work or try your hand 
at creating your very own masterpiece! Live music to 
follow. 

25 Cloud Gallery at Frame Central 
901 E. Pike St. 206-720-2054 

framecentral.com 

Joshua McDonald; After All This Time. His new work 
explores not only the natural landscape, but the man- 
made one. He focuses on the contrast between forms 
that have always existed, and forms newly construct- 
ed. His landscapes develop a harmonious coexistence 
with two things seemingly opposite, in hopes to create 
an awareness of the landscape, in a way not common- 
ly experienced. Opening Reception 5-9pm. 

26 Retail Therapy 

905 E. Pike St. 206-324-4092 
ineedretailtherapy.com 

Seattle milliners Carol Campbell and Jean Hicks invite 
you to a trunk show of hats both festive and utilitarian. 
A prime example of where Art and Fashion merge into 
one beautiful medium! 

27 Steve Gilbert Photo Studio 
1418 Broadway 206-734-7330 
gilbertphoto.com 

Holiday group show featuring works by Tom Barnes, 
Kelsey Fernkopf, Steve Gilbert, Brittany Kusa, John 
Hawkley, Sean Michael Hurley, Michael A. Knutson, 

Tia Matthies, and Russell Smith. 6-1 Opm. 

28 Caffe Vita 

1005 E. Pike St. 206-709-4440 
www. caff e vita .com 

Featuring work by local artists! 

29 Photo Center NW 

900 12th Ave 206-720-7222 

pcnw.org 

Finding Our Place, explores our past and its influence 
on our collective future. From urban history to plutoni- 
um production, national forests to forced relocations, 
this photographic survey printed at PCNW incorpo- 
rates and re-contextual izes imagery from photograph- 
ic archives. Curated by Dr. Elizabeth Brown. 

30 The Growl Store 

1222 E Madison St 206-726-1000 

thegrowlstore.com 

Katy Brown is a mixed media artist whose current 
body of work, characterized by vivid colors and strong 
lines, is inspired by the increasing rigidity of systems 
and how chaos can inform order. Enjoy local beers 
while supporting a local artist. Open until 9. 


31a HyBrid Space 

1205 E. Pike St. Suite 2D 206-267-9277 

hybridarc.com 

Full Blown: A series of exploratory films by Barry 
Johnson about sound, color, and performance. No 
two films alike, each piece pushes the performers far 
past their limits of comfort exposing everything for 
the viewer. 6-9 PM 

31b Bluebird Microcreamery & Brewery 
1205 E. Pike St. 206-588-1079 

bluebirdseattle.com 

Featuring work by local artists. End your night of Art 
Walk with Bluebird Ice Cream! Serving beer, soda, 
espresso, and ice cream until 10pm! 

33a Chophouse Row 
1424 11th Ave 206-324-0637 

2nd Annual Chophouse Row Celebration of Guilty 
Holiday Pleasures! Entertainment by Mama Tits 
& her Drag Queen Carolers, DJ sets from Mike 
lllvester- Action Jackson. Bad Santa will be lingering 
about checking on the naughty & jeering the nice. 
Local vendors provide amazing holiday shopping! 
Butter Home, Grace Gow, Marigold & Mint, Scarlata 
Untamed Chocolate, Rachel Ravitch, Fulani Malik LLC 
and Greenfire Products. 

33b Amandine Bake Shop 
1424 11th Ave 206-948-2097 

amandineseattle.com 

35 Cafe Petti rosso 

1101 E Pike St. 206-324-2233 

pettirossoseattle.com 

“Deconstructions” A fresh take on landscape paint- 
ing, Brooke Borcherding’s broken color approach, 
or deconstructing, gives the eye something to piece 
together and a new way to perceive the every day. 
Award winning for her plein air work, she uses an 
outdoor practice as much as indoors. 

36 Retrofit Home 

1103 E. Pike St. 206-568-4663 
retrofithome.com 

Featuring work by local artists! 

37 Cupcake Royale 


1111 E. Pike St. 206-784-2990 
cupcakeroyale.com 

Featuring work by local artists! 

38 Vermillion 

1508 11th Ave. 206-709-9797 

vermillionseattle.com 

The Luminous Garden. Walk through an otherworld- 
ly garden biosphere filled with luminous flora and 
fauna. Arrive on another planet to find an immersive, 
unpredictable, alien landscape. You will experience 
nature re-conceived, blurring the lines between plant 
and critter, between life and technology, and between 
art and science. 

39 Blue Cone Studios 
1520 11th Ave, Door B 

Join us every Art Walk for a behind the scenes 
glimpse into the studio lives of local artists. With ten 
resident artists working on a variety of mediums, 
there is always something new to enjoy! Featuring 
Ruty-D on our guest walls with her colorful, tactile, 
and engaging mixed media on wood. Plus, Carolyn 
Hitt continues to explore time in her new series of 
layered dropcloths. 

40 M2 

1525 11th Ave 

V2 is proud to present the final visual arts exhibi- 
tions in our temporary space. In the South Galleries 
“American Painting Today Organized by Matthew 
Offenbacher celebrates the talent, diversity and ideas 
of more than 70 Seattle painters. In the North Galler- 
ies, Vis-a-Vis Society presents a grouping of poems, 
prints, videos and performances exploring the ideas 
of beginnings, endings and what it takes to prepare 
for each of them, fittingly titled The End 

41a Northwest Film Forum 
1515 12th Ave. 206-329-2629 

nwfilmforum.org 

Cinememe: A live video mashup of the best of internet 
ephemera and avant-garde cinema. Youtube lolcats 
meet high art films in a durational, live video mashup of 
the best of internet ephemera and avant-garde cinema. 
Wander around, check out the magic in Cinema 1,grab 
a drink, and hang out in the lobby. Curated by Edward 
Wolcher and Amber Cortes. 
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NDAY 12/18 

AVID BAZAN’S 
CHRISTMAS MIRACLE 

ADVANCE BASE 
FRIDAY 12/23 

FLY MOON ROYALTY'S 
LAST DANCE 

DJ TOYA B + PARIS ALEXA 
FRI 2/17 & SAT 2/18 

CLOUD NOTHINGS 

AT BARBOZA 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MOE BAR & ETIX.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THE BARBOZA.COM | MOEBARSEATTLE.COM 1 925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 



A CLOSER LOOK 


Opening December 2 , 2016 
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41b Stairwell Gallery 
1515 12th Ave. 206-329-2629 

nwfilmforum.org 

Visit our new stairwell art gallery in Northwest Film 
Forum! Featuring Sound Maps by Noelle Maline. Ma- 
li ne’s work encompasses mixed-media collage, found 
photographs, paint, ink and hand-cut drawings. Her 
installation translates imaginary communication into 
something tangible; decoding stories, illustrating 
gray areas and, navigating dreams. 

43 John Criscitello Studio 
1202 E. Pine St 

jcriscitellostudio.bigcartel.com 

Open studio hours during art walk. 

44 1 2th Ave Arts 
1620 12th Ave. 

Curator C.M. Ruiz presents a pop-up of selected 
works from the Brainfreeze Gallery collection. The 
exhibit highlights local artists who create from innate 
desire while working at full or part time jobs and 
aims to re-introduce their artwork to the Capitol Hill 
neighborhood where many of the artists live and 
work. Opens at 5PM 

45 Aria Salon 

1318 B E. Pine St. 206-568-3545 

www.ariasalon.com 

46 It Won’t Match Your Couch Gallery 
1125 E Olive Street, suite 102 


Featuring artwork Jonathan Lucky Roseman. Get 
Lucky High on Moon Rock! I’m talking 98% pure 
eagle! Think Armstrong, Neil! Higher then you’ve ever 
been! God Speed Baby! Art is for purchase. 

47 Broadway Veterinary Hospital 
1824 12th Ave 206-322-5444 

broadwayvh.com 

New to the art walk! Live music by Taryn 5-7 :30pm. 
in our lobby. We will have coffee and wine. Taryn is 
an artist from Portland who has come here to follow 
her dreams. From wild Mustang rider to Musician she 
wears all hats. 

48 Drizzle & Shine 
102 15th Ave East 
drizzleandshine.com 

Good Fortune: Charming animals grace the small 
canvases, hand printed calendars and tarot decks 
from local artist Rebecca Bush. All proceeds to 
benefit Pasado’s Safe Haven. 

49 Station 7 

400 15th Ave E 206-466-6778 

station7seattle.com 

Jacobs Smithers photography. The natural world 
provides metaphors relating to our own existence. 
Our impermanence can be either intimidating or 
refreshing, our value constantly reflecting our ability 
to adapt. A photograph captures a moment, but 
also expresses a myriad of events within that single 
shutter’s snap. 


1 A: 


ct St. 21 


seattleartr 

TERRATOPIA: THE CHINESE LANDSCAPE IN 
PAINTING AND FILM juxtaposes classical Chinese 

Fudong to demonstrate landscape as an enduring 
subject of artistic, philosophical, and environmental 


New to Art Walk! Featuring local artists Jeremias 
Lentini, Jean Fowley Mari Shibuya, Brenda Mallonee, 
Jess Level, Michelle Amherst, Sarah Moon, Claudia 
Trott & more. Paintings, sculpture, pottery, cards and 


810 E. Roy St. 206-324-0407 
ioebar.org 

e: New work by Kelly Bj* 


Featuring photography by Kenneth Pedersen. Kenneth 
enjoys the realms of infrared, night, and time-lapse 
areas of photography, creating images that are 
inspiring, compelling, and at times laced with meaning. 

5 Revival Shop 

233 Broadway E. 206-395-6414 
RevivalShopSeattle.com 

Story telling: Prose and short fiction. Kate Berwanger 
releases their newest self-published zine, TOAST. 
Joined by guest readers Christian Downes, Steve 
Sibra and Sonya Vatomsky. 7-9pm. 

219 Broadway E. 206-328-4604 

americanaseattle.com 

Russell C. Smith / Collage and Mixed Media. 


131 Broadway E 


Featuring new works from Encaustic artist Colette 
Dutton. Stop by and enjoy 30% off your coffee, tea, c 
hot chocolate while you peruse the local art scene! 


"Ornithology” Curated by published ornithologist 
Martha Dunham, including local & national artists 
April Aldridge, Alex Bennett, Debbie Bianchi, 

Julia Carpenter, Lally Chiu, Cathy Fields, Diana 
Leidel, Rebecca Luncan, IL, Scott Mayberry, Linda 
McClamrock, JeffMihalyo, Nancy Mladenoff, Chris 
Monson, Cathian Summa-Wolfe and Lori Vonderhorst. 
Open 5-9PM. 

9 Subversionz Media 

208 Boylston Ave E 206-920-1394 

osting a I 


10 Glo’s 

1621 E Olive Way 206-324-2577 

Featuring the work of Carl Thomas Edwards. The work 
of Carl Thomas Edwards is inspired by the milieu of 

industrial edge conditions. The viewer has the ability 
to write their own history into each scene depicted 
allowing for a polymorphous experience. 

504 E. Denny Way 206-832-6063 
ghostgalleryshop.com 

It’s the 10th Annual Holiday Mini Art Exhibit! Happy 

of small works affordably priced for gift giving 
& collecting. Local & Global artists, plus tons of 
handmade jewelry & covetable objects for the season. 
Refreshments, music & lots of non-denominational 
cheer! 5-10PM 

12 Chroma Cloud Gallery at Beyond Vape 
1550 E Olive Way 206-859-2757 
beyondvape.com 

Featuring new urban art by local artists. 

13 Broadcast Coffee 


v urban art by local artists. 


TREMENDUM- FASCINANS group exhibition of 

omniscience. Roku Sasaki, Dean Fleming, Carrie 
Ann Baade, Otto Rapp, Liba W. Stambollion, Crystal 
Barbre, Miguel Tio, Patricia Ariel, Don Farrell, Meesha 
Goldberg, Bette Burgoyne, William Fahey, Jeff 
Mihalyo, Yvette Endrijautzki, Marlene Seven Bremner, 
Viandara. Opening reception 6-10 pm. 

16 Summit Arts at First Covenant 
420 E Pike St. 206-322-7411 



49 Station 7 

400 15th Ave E 206-466-6778 
station7seattle.com 

Jacobs Smithers photography. The natural world 
provides metaphors relating to our own existence. Our 
impermanence can be either intimidating or refreshing, 
our value constantly reflecting our ability to adapt. A 
photograph captures a moment, but also expresses a 
myriad of events within that single shutter’s snap. 


CapitolHillArtWalk.com 

Check out StrangerThingsToDo.com 
for up to the minute details! 
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You Can’t Untangle Race 
from Class in America 

And Other Truths from National Book 
Award Winner Stamped from the Beginning 

BY ROBERT LASHLEY 




dll 


December 3rd • 12-6pm 


Ope»i%h$e I 

HcMwj Sde 

Resident Artists Open Studios & Invited Local Artists 
and Craftspeople In Partnership With Seattle Makers Market 


SHOP FOR UNIQUE HANDMADE GIFTS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! 

THE BEMIS BUILDING • 55 S Atlantic St • SoDo • BEMISARTS.COM 


I bram X. Kendi’s Stamped from the Be- 
ginning: The Definitive History of Racist 
Ideas in America, which won this year’s 
National Book Award for nonfiction, is an 
altogether remarkable thesis on history, 
but, in ways that are both moving and im- 
mediately painful, it also 
reverberates with the post- 
election autopsy we’re all 
conducting right now. 

Donald Trump just hired 
a neo-Nazi, Jim Crow Paleo- 
conservative as his right-hand 
man, and he’s stuffing his staff 
with a slew of violent nativists. 

Meanwhile, countless numbers 
of white liberals are venting 
their spleen with theories that 
the left will gain traction when 
all the outsiders pipe down 
about “identity politics” (I’m 
looking at you, Mark Lilia) and 
plead their humanity, pre-civil- 
rights style, to the masses who 
elected a monster (I’m looking 
at you, Jonathan Pie). 

Now when I come across 
a breathless sentence from a populist liberal 
arguing that the fearful masses voted for the 
most frightening tyrant this nation has ever 
seen because a handful of students and activ- 
ists on social media hurt their feelings, this 
quote from Stamped from the Beginning 
comes to my head: 

“Uplift suasion [Kendi’s term for respect- 
ability politics] is not only racist but impos- 
sible for Blacks to execute. Free Blacks 
were unable to always display positive char- 
acteristics for the same reasons poor immi- 
grants and rich planters were unable to do 
so: Free blacks were human and humanly 
flawed. Uplift suasion assumed, moreover, 
that racist ideas were sensible and could be 
undone by appealing to sensibilities. But the 
common desire to justify racial inequities 
produced racist ideas, not logic.” 

If our conversations transition to ex- 
plorations on how we need to reach the 
depressed working class that didn’t vote, 
then maybe we can find a way to beat the 
forces of Trump. We’re not there yet. By un- 
derstanding the long history that led up to 
this moment, though, we might have a shot. 
That’s where Kendi comes in. 

Stamped from the Beginning centers on 
five figures: Cotton Mather, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, William Lloyd Garrison, W.E.B. Du 
Bois, and Angela Davis. Through their lives, 
and with novelistic flair, Kendi details the 
American construction of white supremacy 
as a three-pronged tragedy of religion, gov- 
ernment, and activism. 

According to Kendi, these political actors 
fall into three categories — assimilationists, 
abolitionists, and anti-racists — and they all 
paved a road to hell out of good intentions. 


Which is okay. Kendi draws out a lot of pow- 
erful ideas by not presenting six centuries of 
history as a zero-sum game. 

He shows Mather as a refugee who cre- 
ated a god and a racist religious ideology 
that failed many. Jefferson is an aesthete 
whose pathological appetites 
overtook his high humanism. 
Du Bois and Davis are nei- 
ther saints nor sinners, but 
intellectuals and activists 
navigating minefields set by 
racists and other activists. 
These complex profiles up- 
end conventional narratives 
of these figures and refresh- 
en their histories for our era. 
Cumulatively, they also chal- 
lenge the popular notion that 
ignorance bred racist policy. 

I have hard qualms with 
some of Kendi’s theories. In 
my view, Eldridge Cleav- 
er — a leader of the Black 
Panther party — wasn’t a vi- 
sionary intellectual. He was 
a rapist who was abusive to 
almost every woman of color in the party 
and whose apologies don’t mean as much as 
Kendi thought they did. 

Also, Kendi very occasionally puts forth 
false equivalencies. There is an important dif- 
ference, for instance, between a respectabil- 
ity politics demagogue like William Hannibal 
Thomas, whose book The American Negro 
was the linchpin for damaging policy, and ac- 
tivists who took positions very much of their 
time in order to survive. See for reference 
the politics Sojourner Truth had to triangu- 
late in regard to women’s suffrage. 

Just as we miss Ta-Nehisi Coates’s par- 
ticular talents when we compare him to 
James Baldwin, so we would miss Kendi’s 
major talents if we were to compare his work 
in Stamped from the Beginning to the work 
of such epochal historians as Lerone Ben- 
nett Jr. (Before the Mayflower: A History 
of Black America) or John Hope Franklin 
(From Slavery to Freedom: A History of 
African Americans). You can, however, see 
both historians’ influence in the way Kendi 
structures his book as a compendium of facts 
written with a focus on individual stories. 

Some of Kendi’s histories can feel a little 
crammed-in compared to Franklin’s From 
Slavery to Freedom, and there are places 
where his arguments aren’t as concisely 
developed as Bennett’s Before the May- 
flower, but only under these high stylistic 
standards does the book fall short. Stamped 
from the Beginning is a riveting (and often 
rivetingly written) work, well deserving of 
the National Book Award. Plus, he does 
Bennett and Franklin one better by making 
black women central characters in African 
American history. ■ 



Ibram X. Kendi 

Thurs Dec 1 , University 
Book Store, 7 pm, free 
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GILMORE GIRLS: A YEAR IN THE life Rory and Lorelai are exactly the same... but the world isn’t. 

Old Illusions Not So Comforting in 
Gilmore Girls: A Year in the Life 


A bout halfway through the first 
episode of Gilmore Girls: A Year 
in the Life , Lorelai gets scotch- 
drunk at her father’s funeral. Then, when 
her mother, Emily, asks the 
last lingering guests at the 
wake to each share a favor- 
ite memory of him, Lorelai 
panics and drunkenly stam- 
mers out a story about a time her father 
forgot he was playing hide-and-seek with her 
and left her in a steamer trunk. Emily is furi- 
ous, and she paces through her house spitting 


BY LAUREN HOFFMAN 

venom at Lorelai until she finally tells her to 
go home to Stars Hollow, “Go back to your 
beloved town with your carnies and misfits.” 
Lorelai can go back to Stars Hollow, and she 
does. We can go back, too, 
but the sad truth is, there’s 
not much keeping us there 
anymore. 

“You can go home again!” 
is one of the central assurances of A Year in 
the Life , and it spends most of its first two 
episodes assuring us that Stars Hollow is 
exactly how we left it. Children still dance 


in Miss Patty’s studio. The town troubadour 
still sings folk songs. Snow falls on cue. If 
there’s an Emmy Award for the painstak- 
ing reconstruction of sets destroyed close to 
a decade ago, this show will win it. It is all 
your favorite things about Gilmore Girls. It 
isn’t very good. 

The bigger pieces of what made Gilm- 
ore Girls compelling are in place. Lorelai 
and Luke are together and happy (enough). 
Rory is (sort of) working as a writer. Paris is 
blazingly brilliant and a still allowed to be a 
semi-awful person. Emily and Lorelai are at 


zinging odds. There’s too much coffee, lots 
of fast dialogue, and 67 separate pop-culture 
references in the first episode alone. Kirk 
has a pet pig! 

I’ve stopped and started this paragraph 
half a dozen times because writing it feels 
somehow disloyal, but a big part of the prob- 
lem here is Alexis Bledel herself. Bledel 
had barely acted when she was first cast as 
Rory, and her coltishness is one of the main 
charms of the show’s early years. But there’s 
a self-consciousness to her acting that’s 
marred pretty much every performance in 


What feels inauthentic 
isn’t the performances, but 
the idea that it will ever 
feel safe to be a woman in 
America again. 


her post -Gilmore era, a pronouncement I 
feel qualified to make since I’ve watched al- 
most all of those, including the misbegotten 
American adaptation of Gavin & Stacey and 
both Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants mov- 
ies IN THEATERS. This is not to say her 
work in A Year in the Life is a phoned-in per- 
formance. Bledel is trying so hard, you can 
sometimes see the slightest tinge of panic in 
her eyes. 

Her performance, too, is hemmed in by 
the fact that the stakes of Rory’s story in the 
first two episodes aren’t particularly high. 
It’s a problem throughout — the show is far 
more interested in its past than in setting up 
future conflict — but it’s particularly clear as 
Rory struggles to make a real career come to- 
gether on the back of a single successful New 
Yorker piece. A long-anticipated meeting with 
Conde Nast doesn’t yield any real work, and 
when Rory takes an interview at a website 
she feels is beneath her, she botches it by not 
preparing any pitches in advance. 

(Incidentally, the website, all pastel word 
bubbles and “loser girl” think pieces, will ► 


Gilmore Girls: 

A Year in the Life 

created by Amy Sherman-Palladino 
Netflix 
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◄ be an excellent addition to my Museum 
of the Ways in Which People Who Write TV 
Don’t Understand the Internet.) The only 
real consequence is that she moves back in 
with Lorelai and Luke temporarily. It’s not 
the move any 32-year-old wants to make, but 
it’s a very soft place to land. 

It’s hard to feel sympathy for Rory in 
that moment, but then, it’s hard to watch 
television about the idea of safe, soft places 
at all right now. Gilmore Girls was always a 
show about safety, and not just the relative 
peace of life in a small town. It was a show on 
which difficult and complicated women were 
allowed to safely be themselves. A Year in 
the Life gives women that same space, and 
what feels inauthentic isn’t the performances 
themselves, but the idea that it will ever feel 
safe to be a woman in America again. It’s a 
little like the first walk I took in my neigh- 
borhood after Donald Trump won, a few days 
after the election. 

I walked past the kids who play basketball 
in the middle of the street, the house with an 
“I’m with Her” sign in each window, and the 
little box from which a neighbor dispenses 
monthly poems to anyone passing by. All the 
charming markers were still there, but they 
weren’t enough to disprove the reality that 
security is an illusion and we’re not truly 
safe anywhere. Not in America, not in liberal 
neighborhoods, not in Stars Hollow, not in 
Lorelei Gilmore’s goddamn living room. Tele- 
vision that tries to tell us otherwise simply 
feels pretend. 

But there are some genuinely lovely mo- 
ments in the mix, too, most of which come 
out of the story of Richard Gilmore’s death. 
(A lot of the show’s story is drawn from 
that well, and it is probably too cynical to 
speculate how the writers would have gen- 
erated drama had Edward Herrmann not 


died before the reboot was planned.) It’s 
overwrought in places, to be sure, includ- 
ing the use of Tom Waits’s “Time” during 
a flashback scene to Richard’s funeral, an 
item I present without an additional thou- 
sand words’ worth of dithering over whether 
Richard Gilmore would (1) know of and (2) 
like Tom Waits. 

But Kelly Bishop was born with the spine 
of a widow grieving with dignity. She gamely 
attacks every monologue about grief and 
anger she’s given (an average of two and a 
half per episode), but she’s devastating in 
silent moments, too. At the end of the first 
episode, she tricks Lorelei into starting 
mother-daughter therapy, which is gimmicky 
storytelling and also every bit as delightful 
as you’d hope. 

We hear Richard’s voice, too, just once, 
during a juxtaposed voice-over that opens the 
first episode. It’s a collage of lines from the 
show’s early episodes: Lorelai begging Luke 
for coffee, Rory telling Dean she loves him 
for the first time, Paris realizing she’s not go- 
ing to Harvard, Luke telling Lorelei that he’s 
all in on their relationship. Richard’s evokes 
less nostalgia: 

“People die. We pay. People crash cars. We 
pay. People lose a foot. We pay.” (This seems 
as good a place as any to say that I watched 
these episodes with my mother, and her fa- 
vorite part was the “in memory of Edward 
Herrmann” card that ran after the first epi- 
sode.) The line is pretty clearly chosen for the 
pathos of hearing Herrmann say the word 
“die” in that distinctive voice of his, and it’s 
effective in that way. But it’s also more com- 
forting than sad. I vastly prefer 15 words of 
Herrmann assuring us that everything isn’t 
going to be okay to the hours of television 
that followed, promising us everything al- 
ready is. ■ 


FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of November 30 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): "I frequently tramped eight or ten miles 
through the deepest snow," wrote naturalist Henry David Thoreau in 
Walden, "to keep an appointment with a beech tree, or a yellow birch, or 
an old acquaintance among the pines." I'd love to see you summon that 
level of commitment to your important rendezvous in the coming weeks, 
Aries. Please keep in mind that your "most important rendezvous" are 
more likely to be with wild things, unruly wisdom, or primal breakthroughs 
than with pillars of stability, committee meetings, and business as usual. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): For you Tauruses, December is "I Accept 
and Love and Celebrate Myself Exactly How I Am Right Now" Month. To 
galvanize yourself, play around with this declaration by Oscar-winning 
Taurus actress Audrey Hepburn: "I'm a long way from the human being 
I'd like to be, but I've decided I'm not so bad after all." Here are other 
thoughts to draw on during the festivities: (1) "If you aren't good at 
loving yourself, you will have a difficult time loving anyone." — Barbara 
De Angelis. (2) "The hardest challenge is to be yourself in a world where 
everyone is trying to make you be somebody else." — E. E. Cummings. (3) 
"To accept ourselves as we are means to value our imperfections as much 
as our perfections." — Sandra Bierig. (4) "We cannot change anything 
until we accept it." — Carl Jung. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Are your collaborative projects (including 
the romantic kind) evolving at a slower pace than you expected? Have 
they not grown as deep and strong as you've wished they would? If so, 
I hope you're perturbed about it. Maybe that will motivate you to stop 
tolerating the stagnation. Here's my recommendation: Don't adopt a 
more serious and intense attitude. Instead, get loose and frisky. Inject 
a dose of blithe spirits into your togetherness, maybe even some high 
jinks and rowdy experimentation. The cosmos has authorized you to 
initiate ingenious surprises. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): I don't recommend that you buy a cat-o'- 
nine-tails and whip yourself in a misguided effort to exorcize your de- 
mons. The truth is, those insidious troublemakers exult when you abuse 
yourself. They draw perverse sustenance from it. In fact, their strategy is 
to fool you into treating yourself badly. So, no. If you hope to drive away 
the saboteurs huddled in the sacred temple of your psyche, your best 
bet is to shower yourself with tender care, even luxurious blessings. The 
pests won't like that, and — if you commit to this crusade for an extended 
time — they will eventually flee. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): Nobel Prize-winning novelist Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez loved yellow roses. He often had a fresh bloom on his writing 
desk as he worked, placed there every morning by his wife, Mercedes 
Barcha. In accordance with the astrological omens, I invite you to con- 
sider initiating a comparable ritual. Is there a touch of beauty you would 
like to inspire you on a regular basis? It there a poetic gesture you could 
faithfully perform for a person you love? 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): "For a year I watched as something en- 
tered and then left my body," testified Jane Hirshfield in her poem "The 
Envoy." What was that mysterious somethingl Terror or happiness? She 
didn't know. It hovered "where words could not reach it. It slept where 
light could not go." Her experience led her to conclude, "There are 
openings in our lives of which we know nothing." I bring this medita- 
tion to your attention, Virgo, because I suspect you are about to tune in 
to a mysterious opening. But unlike Hirshfield, I think you'll figure out 
what it is. And then you will respond to it with verve and intelligence. 


LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): A reporter at the magazine Vanity Fair asked 
David Bowie, "What do you consider your greatest achievement?" 
Bowie didn't name any of his albums, videos, or performances. Rather, 
he answered, "Discovering morning." I suspect that you Libras will at- 
tract and generate marvels if you experiment with accomplishments 
like that in the coming weeks. So yes, try to discover or rediscover 
morning. Delve into the thrills of beginnings. Magnify your apprecia- 
tion for natural wonders that you usually take for granted. Be seduced 
by sources that emanate light and heat. Gravitate toward what's fresh, 
blossoming, just in its early stages. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): According to traditional astrology, you 
Scorpios are not prone to optimism. You're more often portrayed as 
connoisseurs of smoldering enigmas and shadowy intrigue and deep 
questions. But one of the most creative and successful Scorpios of the 
20th century did not completely fit this description. French artist Claude 
Monet was renowned for his delightful paintings of sensuous out- 
door landscapes. "Every day I discover even more beautiful things," 
he testified. "It is intoxicating me, and I want to paint it all. My head 
is bursting." Monet is your patron saint in the coming weeks. You will 
have more potential to see as he did than you've had in a long time. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): A journalist dared composer John 
Cage to "summarize himself in a nutshell." Cage said, "Get yourself 
out of whatever cage you find yourself in." He might have added, 
"Avoid the nutshells that anyone tries to put you in." This is always 
fun work to attend to, of course, but I especially recommend it to you 
Sagittarians right now. You're in the time of year that's close to the 
moment when you first barged out of your mother's womb, where you 
had been housed for months. The coming weeks will be an excellent 
phase to attempt a similar if somewhat less extravagant trick. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): Hundreds of years ago, the Catholic 
Church's observance of Lent imposed a heavy burden. During this six- 
week period, extending from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday, believers 
were expected to cleanse their sins through acts of self-denial. For ex- 
ample, they weren't supposed to eat meat on Fridays. Their menus could 
include fish, however. And this loophole was expanded even further in 
the 17th century when the church redefined beavers as being fish. (They 
swim well, after all.) I'm in favor of you contemplating a new loophole 
in regard to your own self-limiting behaviors, Capricorn. Is there a taboo 
you observe that no longer makes perfect sense? Out of habit, do you 
deny yourself a pleasure or indulgence that might actually be good for 
you? Wriggle free of the constraints. 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): "The Pacific Ocean was overflowing 
the borders of the map," wrote Pablo Neruda in his poem "The Sea." 
"There was no place to put it," he continued. "It was so large, wild, 
and blue that it didn't fit anywhere. That's why it was left in front 
of my window." This passage is a lyrical approximation of what your 
life could be like in 2017. In other words, lavish, elemental, expansive 
experiences will be steadily available to you. Adventures that may have 
seemed impossibly big and unwieldy in the past will be just the right 
size. And it all begins soon. 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): "I have a deep fear of being too much," 
writes poet Michelle K. "That one day I will find my someone, and 
they will realize that I am a hurricane. That they will step back and be 
intimidated by my muchness." Given the recent astrological omens, 
Pisces, I wouldn't be shocked if you've been having similar feelings. 
But now here's the good news: Given the astrological omens of the 
next nine months, I suspect the odds will be higher than usual that 
you'll encounter brave souls who'll be able to handle your muchness. 
They may or may not be soul mates or your one and only. I suggest you 
welcome them as they are, with all of their muchness. ■ 
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Corvus and Co. Doesn’t Just Have 
Good Food — It Also Has 
Warmth and Soul 

BY ANGELA GARBES 


F or 30 years, the Capitol Hill corner of 
Mercer and Broadway was home to a 
Greek restaurant called the Byzantion, which 
ended its run last fall. I don’t remember much 
about the Byzantion’s food, though I do have 
one fond, 15-year-old memory of slurping a 
bowl of avgolemono, a lemony rice soup, on 
a gray day, surrounded by its green plants, 
Grecian sculptures, and white stucco walls. 
For a moment, everything tasted and felt like 
sunshine. 

Though it shares the same layout, Corvus 
and Co., the six-month-old bar and restaurant 
that replaced Byzantion, could not look any 
more different: dark wood, brick walls, black 
vinyl booths, a hallway drenched in red velvet 
wallpaper, all of it overseen by a giant owl on 
the southern wall. The white bird, made of the 
plaster that lined the walls of Byzantion for 
so many years, was hand-carved and chiseled 
by owners Paul Berryman and Izzy Guymon, 
the first-time bar owners who met when they 
worked together at Percy’s & Co. in Ballard. 
Berryman and Guymon are responsible for all 
of Corvus’s design and construction. (The vi- 
sion for the bar, Guymon told me, was hashed 
out over a series of Friday evening meetings 
at Gorditos in Greenwood: “We started put- 
ting things together over burritos and beer.”) 

While the Corvus aesthetic is shadowy 
and gothic, Berryman and Guymon’s handi- 
work has imbued their business with a certain 
amount of soul and warmth. At a time when 
most of the city’s new bars and restaurants 
are located on the ground floor of recently 
constructed buildings and seem to share a ► 
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◄ numbingly similar design, soul and warmth 
are no small feat. 

Corvus manages to hit a sweet spot be- 
tween neighborhood hangout and craft 
cocktail den. The mirrored wall behind the 
bar is stocked with a range of good quality 
booze, and its cocktail lists include both clas- 
sics and modern creations. On my first visit, 
three dudes each sat at the end of the bar 
drinking draft beers, their faces caressed 
by the blue glow of their smartphones. Next 
to me, a couple, dressed up for what was 
maybe their third date, flirted and ordered 
the “Wolf Whistle” — a mix of rye, fernet, 
and orange bitters — 
and the “Antivenom,” 
made with bourbon, 
cardamom, and the 
cinnamony Czech li- 
queur becherovka. 

Cocktails infused 
with herbs and spices 
match well with chef 
Mac Jarvis’s Middle 
East-leaning menu, 
which employs flavors such as sumac, all- 
spice, smoke, and salty preserved lemon with 
abandon — and with a fair amount of success. 

Guymon and Berryman knew they wanted 
to serve food inspired by the cuisines of the 
Levant (an area of the Middle East that in- 
cludes Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, 
and Syria) because the deeply flavorful food 
lends itself well to vegetarian, vegan, and om- 
nivorous appetites. Beyond that, the owners 
turned the menu planning over to Jarvis, who 
created a focused roster of bar-friendly ap- 
petizers and snacks, sandwiches, and hearty 
plates that showcase the region’s flavors in 
ways (and price points) that 
you don’t find at Seattle’s 
stalwart gyro places or the 
excellent, upscale Middle Eastern restaurant 
Mamnoon. 

Jarvis’s food is solid — most of it very well 
executed, with a few flashes of real vibrancy 
and inspiration. Artichoke fritters ($8) made 
a great beginning to a meal: The golden 
brown orbs (they resembled hush puppies) 
were nutty and moist and sang with sweet 
notes of fresh dill. The hot, fresh fritters were 
a bit gummy, but that was easy to overlook, 
especially after I slathered them with the 
fantastic earthy and garlicky tahini aioli that 
accompanied them. 

Other sauces — specifically a harissa 
aioli and coriander cream — were the stars 
on a plate that held rust-colored paprika- 
spiced latkes ($8). On my visit, the patties of 
shredded potatoes were cooked at too high 
a heat — a bit blackened and bitter on the 
outside, slightly raw and crunchy on the in- 
side — but I found myself scarfing them down 
anyway, mainly as a vehicle for these wonder- 
ful condiments. The aioli was complex and 
cuminy, fiery and tart, while the coriander 
cream tasted grassy and light, with a velvety, 
rich texture. 

A salad of smoked beets ($10) tossed with 
frisee, fennel, and pomegranate seeds had 
the beginnings of a great dish, but fell short. 
The beets were oversmoked and a bit ac- 
rid, while the dressing, allegedly made with 
tangy pomegranate molasses, tasted mostly 
of oil, which coated all of the ingredients, as 
well as the serving plate. A lamb shawarma 
sandwich ($17) was fine and filling. The meat 
was rubbed with paprika and sumac, and 
topped with lettuce, piquillo peppers, and 
more of that tahini aioli (but not quite enough 
to mask the too dry meat). It was all piled 
into a folded pita and served with a scoop of 
bland tabbouleh. 

Much more exciting were Jarvis’s stuffed 
onions ($15). The roasted alliums — soft, pli- 
ant, slippery, and sweet — overflowed with 
a heady mixture of brown lentils and bas- 
mati rice abuzz with fragrant, warming 


spices such as cumin, cinnamon, and allspice. 
It reminded me of the classic Egyptian dish 
koshary, a carbtastic, ultrasavory blend of 
rice, lentils, and vermicelli noodles topped 
with caramelized onions — except that I didn’t 
feel painfully full when the plate had been 
licked clean. (On my second visit, the onions 
had been replaced by red peppers, which 
seemed a shame.) 

Grilled lamb leg ($22, a price that feels 
a bit much here) came presliced and, after 
being reheated, was not quite as rosy in the 
middle as I would have liked. But it was still 
gamey and satisfying, and it held its own on 
a plate crowded with 
aggressively sea- 
soned side dishes. A 
warm lentil salad was 
bracingly tart, shot 
through with so much 
acid and preserved 
lemon. Squat, sugary 
Thumbelina carrots 
were doused in an 
almost antagonistic 
amount of harissa spice mix that, while in- 
vigorating, got caught in my throat and made 
me cough. Along with an innocent-looking 
salad of fresh parsley and preserved lemon 
finished with a heavy-handed sprinkling of 
coarse Maldon sea salt, the whole handsome 
plate stood on the precipice of being too 
much. Yet ultimately I found myself appre- 
ciating Jarvis’s bold stance, the undeniable 
confidence behind the dish. 

In the hands of a competent and thoughtful 
young chef exploring new terrain, mistakes 
don’t feel irrecoverable, but more like mis- 
steps on a longer journey. The same can be 
said of Berryman and Guy- 
mon, who learned some hard 
lessons in February when 
their original name for the bar, Spirit Animal, 
was met with resistance from the local Native 
community, as well as their Capitol Hill neigh- 
bors. Despite their intent to be a progressive, 
welcoming, and inclusive business, Berryman 
and Guymon were told that the name com- 
modified Native spirituality and disregarded 
the painful history of colonizers who used 
spirits and alcohol to weaken Native commu- 
nities in trade and treaty negotiations. 

Following a fumbled attempt to appease 
these concerns by changing the name to 
Spirit & Animal, the owners finally settled on 
Corvus and Co., after the genus of birds that 
includes ravens, crows, and other birds that 
hold mythical, spiritual, and folkloric signifi- 
cance in cultures around the world. 

“At first it was hard to do, because during 
all our hard work, of course we had become 
attached to the name,” Guymon said. “But 
we listened. And we wanted to correct our 
offense. Once we really understood how we 
were offending and hurting people, it was not 
hard for us to change.” 

In the grand scheme of things, the word 
changes were just that. Corvus and Co. didn’t 
affect Guymon and Berryman’s design or cu- 
linary concept. The countless hours of labor 
the owners put forth were ultimately unaf- 
fected. The bar, said Guymon, looks exactly 
how they envisioned it would back when they 
were dreaming about it with burritos in their 
hands. And now even more people feel wel- 
come inside. 

When I talked with Guymon in the days 
immediately following the election, against 
the backdrop of the Native water protectors 
fighting for their lives at Standing Rock, we 
agreed that listening to people’s perspectives 
and pain feels more important than ever. As 
these local business owners have shown, you 
don’t have to know how to do this. And you 
don’t have to do it particularly well, or even 
gracefully. What is essential — as essential as 
the food and water that keeps us all alive — is 
that you do it anyway. ■ 


Cocktails infused 
with herbs and spices 
match well with chef 
Mac Jarvis’s Middle 
East-leaning menu. 
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$1 from every beer sold 
all day will be donated 
to the Pike Place Market 
Foundation’s exciting 
MarketFront Project! 
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PERSON OF INTEREST 

Luzviminda 

Uzuri 

Carpenter 

TEXT BY ANA SOFIA KNAUF 
PHOTO BY STANTON STEPHENS 


Luzviminda Uzuri Carpenter, also known as Lulu, is at the 
center of Seattle's community organizing scene. She works for 
the City of Seattle's LGBT Commission and serves as a resident 
artist and performance studies teacher at Seattle Girls' School, 
where she uses art and education to prevent youth violence 
within marginalized communities. A Filipinx, Black, mixed-race, 
working-class, femme, queer person of color. Carpenter cre- 
ated her Hollow Earth Radio show, #LuluNation + crew, to help 
archive the stories of queer and trans people of color (QTPOC). 
"I wanted to create a metaphorical 'nation' that accepts all of 
who I am and all of the complexity of people," she told me. "I 
wanted to build community with [people] who were on the 
margins of the margins." 

Who do you dream of interviewing on your show? 

Janet Mock, because she is brilliant and I could learn about 
her views on media and journalism. Also, I would love to inter- 
view Marshawn Lynch about his youth work in urban/inner-city 
communities along with race, religion, class, "sports as the new 
form of slavery," state violence, and media resistance — but 
only if he is accepting of QTPOC. 

Where would you recommend QTPOC go in the city to 
find community? 

Nightlife is important to build community, so for a party, 
try out Soul-Fi, Night Crush, and Darqness: a Queer and Trans 
People of Color Party. There are many organizations new and 
old that support QTPOC. I am not able to list all of them. There 
is so much marginalization in Seattle and King County, based 
on various factors, that people are constantly supporting each 
other's survival and resilience through building collectives, 
creating partnerships, sustaining networks, and organizing 
from the margins. 

What is the one Seattle establishment that you want to 
stay open forever? 

Island Pacific is a Filipino grocery store on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Way, and I love to meander in their snack aisle. Their 
deli keeps my coworker and me alive. Some of my favorites 
there are lechon kawali, crispy-fried pork belly; sinigang, a sour 
tamarind soup; and barbecue pork skewers. 

I've heard you're a karaoke fan. What's your favorite 
venue and what's your go-to song? 

Bush Garden — FOR LIFE! I have sung there for more than 
10 years with a lot of other community comrades. I have many 
go-to songs! My OG song is "What's Up?" by 4 Non Blondes. 

My new favorite is "Piano Man" by Billy Joel. 

Speaking of music, what's been on your playlist lately? 

Mostly songs of grief, rage, and fierce joy: Solange 
Knowles's "Don't Touch My Hair," Andra Day's "Rise Up," Lady 
Gaga's "Million Reasons," and Leon Bridges's "River." 

Which local artist or performer should everyone know 
about? 

Nikkita Oliver, who is a lawyer, poet, writer, advocate, 
and activist. She gives me hope and helps me believe femme 
women of color can be themselves. She has integrity and 
stands for justice. 

What are you tired of people complaining about in 
Seattle? 

Slow traffic. We are a slowwwww "town"... but that is 
changing. 

If you could fix one thing about Seattle with a magic 
wand, what would it be? 

People who don't pick up their dog poop. ■ 
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Find new and exciting 
things to do in Seattle 


Browse curated lists for 
every occasion 


Easily search Seattle’s most See complete event details 
comprehensive calendar and get tickets 


Don’t miss all the great things happening in Seattle. 
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SEATTLE'S ORIGINAL 
CANNABIS SHOP 


2733 4th Ave South • Seattle WA 
www.CannabisCity.us 

This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentraion, coordination, and judgement. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the 
influence of this drug. There may be healthrishs asociated with consumption of this product, 
k For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children. i 
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